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EDITOR’S NOTE
We welcome contributions from members, Propeller 
will endeavour to publish articles as soon as possible, 
space permitting. Please contact the Propeller sub 
committee for more information.

Did you know that you can advertise in this newsletter from as 
little as $30.45 an edition for a business card size ad?  
Ten editions are published each year and circulated to our members and 
friends.  
Business Card Size: $182pa  Quarter Page: $392  Half Page: $561pa.

We also offer a bonus free ad placement on our website for advertisers, 
where space is available. Contact the Club for further details. 

ADVERTISE IN THE PROPELLER

PROPELLER RVMYC

Club News
A warm welcome to the Club.
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Dear RVMYCers,

This Commodore’s Report will be the 
last for this Committee as the AGM is 
due on the 1st June 2022.  Therefore 
it behoves me to thank this and the 
previous Committees that served 
with me over these past three years.  
Years that proved to be the most 
challenging in living memory.  Their 
steadfast commitment to the club 
enabled us to meet those many 
challenges head on and not just 
stay afloat and maintain our course 
but to advance our great club in 
so many areas.  It goes without 
saying that all of the achievements 
we have made would have been 
impossible if not for the loyalty and 
dedication of our wonderful staff 
who stuck with the club through 
what can only be described as the 
biggest test any employee could 
possibly endure and I extend my 
most sincere thanks to them on 
behalf of the RVMYC.

To that end and with the upcoming 
AGM and elections in mind, I 
encourage all members to consider 
what you might offer the RVMYC 
either on the General Committee 

or as a Sub-Committee member.  
We are fortunate to have a wide 
cross section of members with 
skills and abilities in various fields 
of endeavour that could well be 
applied to the greater good of 
the club.  Both avenues provide a 
conduit direct from the membership 
thus providing valuable guidance 
and feedback as to the direction 
our club takes.  Three recent 
and excellent examples of this 
are the most successful BABBA 
night which emanated from the 
Events & Social Sub-Committee, 
the commencement of Thursday 
night trading which came from the 
Hospitality Sub-Committee and 
the Poker Run day which was a 
Boating Sub-Committee initiative.  To 
my mind Sub-Committees are the 
life blood of the club by ensuring 
member involvement so please give 
them your serious consideration.

Other than the AGM the main 
upcoming club event is the Gala 
Ball scheduled for the 14th May.  This 
will be the first held in three years so 
it provides a fantastic reason for the 
Ladies of the club to go shopping for 

that fabulous outfit and for the men 
to dust off the Dinner Suit and see if 
it still fits!  Don’t miss what promises to 
be a great night.

In closing, my biggest thanks to you 
the fabulous RVMYC’ers who didn’t 
just stay loyal but actually grew in 
number despite the Doomsayers 
predictions of the demise of 
community clubs in general.  To the 
contrary, the pandemic focussed us 
on what we considered important in 
our lives, the love of boating and the 
value of the camaraderie that is the 
RVMYC Family.

As always, whether on the water or 
ashore, stay safe and have fun.

Paul F Doherty

Commodore 

   From the  
Commodore’s 
      Deck
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Pelican cruise and fishing 2022, 
Part 1.
The Pelican crew expect to get 
away once each year, and choose 
February, March or April to enjoy 
the best weather. Until 2019 we 
led a charmed life on the water, 
having visited Tasmania or the 
Islands King or Flinders 5 times, 
as well as Lord Howe Island and 
Kangaroo Island, all since 2011.
Last year however we were stuck 
in Lady Barron on the southern 
end of Flinders Island for three 
weeks, sheltering from continuous 
strong westerly winds. In 2020, 
we copped three days of 40 
knot westerlies in Winter Cove 
on Deal Island. Can we blame 
climate change, as it seems to be 
responsible for every other evil 
which besets man, apart from the 
dreaded Covid 19?
This year we were careful to not 
leave in January, as traditionally 
that month can be quite windy.  
We also avoided bananas, 
whistling, leaving port on Friday 
and women, all said to bring bad 
luck to mariners. The plan was to 
cruise leisurely from Wyndham 
Harbour to Bermagui, fish a 
couple of days, leave Pelican in 
the hands of the Bermagui Co-op 
in their new marina, and return via 
V Line bus and train.

Setting out on Sunday March 13, 
we ran overnight to Refuge Cove, 
arriving there after 18 hours.   The 

next two days were 

too rough to continue, but a swim, 
a scuba dive, a trip ashore and 
a nice sized flattie all contributed 
to a pleasant lay-over, apart from 
an accident as the Zodiac met 
the sand. One of our stalwarts fell 
as he leapt onto the beach, and 
cracked a vertebrae or two.
The next leg, another over-nighter 
to Lakes Entrance was OK, just a 
bit swelly and breezy.
We entered Lakes at dawn, 
pushed along by a fast flood 
tide, and found a handy berth on 
the recently completed Flagstaff 
visitor’s jetty. Peter’s wife 
collected him, as he was unable 
to continue.

Here we had toilet facilities 
and an on-shore BBQ, but no 
power or water on the wharf. 
Victorian port authorities have 
often provided accommodation 
for visiting yachties, but in 
NSW, there is sometimes 
nothing (Eden) or they put the 
water police onto you (Sydney 
Harbour). Flagstaff is across the 
water from the township, but a 
quick ride in the Zodiac placed us 
alongside the trawlers and private 
boats.
Now the weather reports showed 
improvement, and we hoped 

for good enough conditions 
to visit Gabo Island. Parks 
Victoria controls the island, and 
prohibits landing without a permit. 
Anchored up, we enjoyed near 
flat water, proving the comment 
from the 1932 edition of the 
Victorian Sailing Directions, 
which advises that the swells (1-2 
metres) generally do not manifest 
on the island’s west side. 

Under way again, we rounded 
Greencape and entered the tiny 
but interesting anchorage in 
Bitangabe (traditional spelling). 
It’s a great little spot, even 
accommodating Pelican’s 2 metre 
draught, with just room enough 
to swing two or three boats. 
Don’t blink as you drive up to 
the entrance, you may miss it. 
No result fishing, all we hooked 
was a huge skate, too big for the 
landing net.

Refuge Cove
Entering Lakes Entrance

Low T ide

John Marks & his catch
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Away again next morning, 
we called the Eden harbour 
authorities re docking and 
storage. The reply went 
something like this: “There is no 
facility in Eden to moor or dock an 
unattended private vessel”.
Pressing on, Pelican docked 
on the main jetty at Bermagui 
on Tuesday 22nd, this being 
unusually quiet as the big long-
liners were somewhere up the 
coast. Sue at the Co-op allocated 
berth 12 in the new marina, for a 
fair bit more than we paid in 2015. 
(Climate change again?) Diesel 
was also pricey at $2.26/ltr. 

Oh well, its only money.

We were booked to travel home 
on the Friday 25th, but another 
look at the V Line bus timetable 
indicated that the service by-
passed Bermagui that day. 
Wednesday blew out, so we 
spent the day docking, fuelling 
and watering. Fishing looked 
out of reach as Ron re-booked 
a for a day earlier. This bus ride 
and the subsequent V Line train 
from Bairnsdale land Melbourne 
boaties home with a minimum of 
fuss. Just minutes from stepping 

off the train, the suburban service 
from an adjacent platform at 
Southern Cross had me at 
Werribee station, then the 192 
bus almost dropped me at my 
doorstep.

We’ll be back to Pelican for a 
serious bout of fishing in soon, 
weather permitting!!

Ship visits Refuge Cove

Anchored at Bermagui
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Out and about.....

Having more freedom means having more fun. 

Our members have been busy attending Club 
social events: BABBA, Shadowfax Winery and 
an Easter Cruise to Geelong. Great company 
and great weather, the year 2022 is looking 
good.
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Marconi Trophy 
Sponsored by Tony Willis and Andrew Baker

1st - Casa Verde, Chris & Kylie Ackerman
2nd  - Bold Venture, Cameron Simpson & Bridget Sebire
3rd. -  Maine Road, Phil Taylor & Karen Barclay

Williamstown Cup
Sponsored by Darren Keast & Greg Miles

Winners: 
Phil Taylor - 
Skipper 
Paul Doherty - 
Navigator

2nd place
Chris and Kylie 
Ackerman in 
Casa Verde

3rd place: 
Cameron 
Simpson 
and Bridget 
Sebire in Bold 
Venture
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  Diary update & classifieds

Fishing licences are available from the Club 
office or bar; 3 year licence $102.20; 1 year 
licence $37.70; 28 day licence $21.50; 3 
day licence $10  Please contact the office or 
see Terri at the bar. Members can use their 
accounts to pay.
NOTE: Seniors cardholders do not require a 
fishing licence

Fishing Licences

Calendar of Events

FREE ADVERTISING SPACE

RVMYC 260 Nelson Place, Williamstown, Victoria 3016   
Telephone 03 9393 2888  admin@rvmyc.com.au  www.rvmyc.com.au

MAY
1st - Heritage Festival - Open Day
7th - Whalley Cup
8th - Mother's Day Lunch
14th - Celebration Gala Ball

JUNE
1st - RVMYC AGM/QGM
4th - Scavenger Hunt - boating
18th - Taylor Time Trial -

BE SURE TO CHECK THE WEDNESDAY WRAP, 
FACEBOOK & RVMYC WEBSITE

FOR UPDATES

Duty Officers

MAY
7-8  Mark Bourke
14-15  Paul Doherty
21-22  Simon Mills
28-29  Chris Ackerman

JUNE
TBC

Wednesday - Bar open 5.00pm
  Bistro open 6.00pm
Thursday -  Bar & Bar Snacks open 5pm
Friday -   Bar open 5.00pm
  Bistro open 12pm lunch
  Bistro open 5.30pm dinner
Saturday -  Bar open 12.00pm
  Happy Hour 4-6pm
  Bistro open 12.00pm to 2.30pm
  Bistro open 5.30pm dinner
Sunday -   Bar open 12.00pm
  Bistro open 12.00pm to 2.30pm. 

To view the weekly Bistro menu, visit the RVMYC website

MEMBERS BAR TRADING HOURS

JUNE

MAY

Celebration
Gala Ball

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Heritage
Hobsons 

Bay

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Whalley 
Cup

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Members Draw!
Wednesdays at 7pm

$650  2 March Robert Mitchell NIA
$700  9 March- Antonino Deblasi WINNER

$500 16 March- Tony Cooper NIA
$550 23 March - Jenny Sargeant

$600 30 March - Mark Davy
$650 6 April - John Camilleri NIA

 $700 13 April - Maree Robertson NIA
$750 20 April - Cherie Mitchell NIA

$800 27 April - Richard Hollibone NIA

Taylor 
Time Trial

Bar &
Bistro
Open

AGM/
QGM

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Scavenger 
Hunt

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar & 
Bar Snacks

Bar & 
Bar Snacks

Bar & 
Bar Snacks

Bar & 
Bar Snacks

Bar & 
Bar Snacks

Bar & 
Bar Snacks

Bar & 
Bar Snacks

Bar & 
Bar Snacks

Bar & 
Bar Snacks

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Queen;s 
B'Day


