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It's time t o  g e t  ou tdoo r s  &  c r e a t e  s o m e  f a b u l o u s  n e w  s t o r i e s . 
Turn  the  page  t o  d i s cover  some  o f  our  s t or i e s .

"When I arrived at the club last week this sight greeted me and I’m sure you 
would understand why I took it to be a sign of things to come."
See Commodore Paul Doherty's report on Page 2

Club Chairs restoration Strictly for the birds Fare thee well
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EDITOR’S NOTE
We welcome contributions from members, Propeller 
will endeavour to publish articles as soon as possible, 
space permitting. Please contact the Propeller sub 
committee for more information.

Did you know that you can advertise in this newsletter from as 
little as $30.45 an edition for a business card size ad?  
Ten editions are published each year and circulated to our members and 
friends.  
Business Card Size: $182pa  Quarter Page: $392  Half Page: $561pa.

We also offer a bonus free ad placement on our website for advertisers, 
where space is available. Contact the Club for further details. 

ADVERTISE IN THE PROPELLER

PROPELLER RVMYC

Club By-Law of the Month

2. Only members and staff cars may 
be parked in the inner Club Yard 
in the defined areas when they are 
attending the Club to use their boats 
or to utilize Club facilities. It is not 
acceptable to use the Club for long 
term storage of cars. Visitors’ cars 
may be parked in the top yard as 
marked. Cars must not be driven over 
8kpm.

Club News
A warm welcome to the Club.

Eril Miller Rohan Stafford

John Beninato John Brogna Olivia Koutoukidis

Liza Lemon

Ian Dawes

Our new Club beer is now available in the Members Bar. Aptly named 
Captain's Choice by winner Jeff Giddings. 
The club will be open from 11.30am on Melbourne Cup Day. Members are 
welcome to attend and bring their own catering items. Might be the perfect 
time to grab a Captain's Choice while you're there!
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Dear RVMYC’ers,

When I arrived at the club last week 
this sight greeted me and I’m sure 
you would understand why I took it 
to be a sign of things to come.

So finally we find ourselves at a 
place where we can see some 
certainty in our futures, especially 
for all of us that have been missing 
family, friends and the fellowship of 
the RVMYC.

At the time of writing we have had 
our first week end of being re-
opened and their was a tangible 
sense of both relief and happiness 
at large for being able to get 
together.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to once again 
thank our wonderful staff who on 
short notice made sure that the 
Clubhouse, BBQ area and grounds 
were ship shape for our Member’s 
enjoyment.  We are truly blessed 
to have them and cannot thank 
them enough for their loyalty and 
sacrifice during these most turbulent 
of times.

With re-opening there are of course 
rules which we must observe to 

comply with DHHS orders.  These 
were sent out to you last week 
but for the purposes of clarity we 
re-emphasise that Members, their 
guests and visitors must be double 
vaccinated to enter the Clubhouse 
and we are required to ask for 
proof by sighting your COVID-19 
Certificate.  No certificate, no 
entry.  As attendance quotas are 
changing we don’t anticipate 
any issues with numbers either 
inside or outside after Friday 29th 
October 2021 and we expect rules 
pertaining to mask wearing will also 
be eased.  Please observe requests 
from staff in relation to compliance 
matters as these will change with 
vaccination uptake.

Things to look forward to in coming 
weeks: Melbourne Cup day will be 
celebrated at the club and the 
weather forecast is very promising 
indeed.  Members will self-cater, 
the Bar will be open and there 
will be Sweeps and prizes for 
Fashions on the Field.  No bookings 
are being taken so it will be first 
in best dressed for seating. The 
BBQ area will be available and 
Members are encouraged to book 
via the website or office to avoid 

disappointment.

Opening Day is scheduled for the 
11th December 2021 and will follow 
the same format as last year which 
everybody seemed to enjoy, so 
make sure you save that date.

In closing this is a Commodore’s 
Report I am happy to write, 
something I have certainly learned 
to appreciate during these past 
many months is just how special our 
great club is.  Let’s enjoy it for all it 
offers in anticipation of a promising 
Summer and the forthcoming 
Festive Season.

And remember whether on the 
water or ashore, stay safe and have 
fun!

Paul F Doherty

Commodore 

   From the  
Commodore’s 
      Deck
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The fleet of “captain’s” chairs 
in our dining room/bar area is 
a unique attractive asset to a 
boating club. Websters Dictionary 
defines the design thus: An 
armchair with a saddle seat and 
a low curved back with vertical 
spindles. Whilst our chairs have 
no “vertical spindles”, they are 
a true captain’s chair design, 
evoking a nautical theme and 
atmosphere.
Our chairs have been with the 
club since season 1940-41, 
according to our 100 Years 
commemorative booklet. Some 
are actually older, having been 
purchased and donated by 
members prior to 1937, when the 
club became RVMYC, instead of 
the Victorian Motor Boat Club, 
our inaugural name in 1904.

A small oval brass plate on one 
of the chairs being refurbished 
reads: “V M B C  Pres. by H B 
Taylor.” Sixteen other chairs out 

of a total of twenty-eight also 
carry the VMBC badge.

Many of the chairs also carry a 
plate acknowledging member 
sponsorship for a renovation 
during the last ten years. 
At 80-100 years old, some 
maintenance and repair work is 
understandable.

Attached underneath each seat 
is a maker’s plate. In 1936 the 
company H A Branchflower was 
based at 20 Guildford Lane in 
Melbourne, having been founded 
by Henry Branchflower in the 19th 
century. Branchflowers made 
high quality beautiful furniture 
including desks, at a time when 
Australians were becoming 
interested in buying something of 
unique local design.

A quick look at Ebay reveals a 
couple of very similar chairs to 
ours for sale at $500-$900 each. 
Our 100 Years booklet mentions 
chairs purchased in 1940-41, for 
five pounds. Allocated numbers 
suggest an overall total of thirty-
four pieces.

After decades of service, some of 
the chairs have become loose at 
the glued and doweled joints, and 
four have been side-lined. The 
club now has again an ongoing 
program to refurbish the chairs as 
they become worn or damaged. 
Even though we have a modern 
clubhouse, these classic chairs 
add tradition and maritime 
flavour, and should be treasured.

See images of the refurbished chairs on 

the following page.

Club
hairs

by John Marks
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Something Old
is New again!
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When M V Pelican (nee Tasman 
Sea) came to Williamstown from 
Jervis Bay in 2006, the only 
accommodation available was 
a swing mooring, out in the “E” 
(deeper) section, after being 
kicked off the Workshops Pier by 
Parks Victoria.

We rowed out in a 12’ clinker 
dinghy, sometimes with heavy 
equipment such as tools and 
batteries. We were often 
“bombed” by irate seagulls while 
rowing out, but one day, even 
more so. On boarding, a scraggly 
nest was discovered on the 
deck, built in an old motor tyre 
fender. In the nest were two large 
speckled eggs. We left the nest 
alone until slipping time, with the 
eggs un-hatched, but then it was 
Davy Jones’ Locker for nest and 
contents.

Trolling at sea on a Tassie trip, 
we occasionally caught a gannet 
or an albatross. One gannet, (it 

had blue feet) was particularly 
aggressive whilst being un-
hooked and freed. A towel over 
its head kept that vicious beak at 
bay. On our Lord Howe trip, when 
about halfway across the Tasman 
Sea (200nm out?) an exhausted 
swallow flew into the cabin during 
the afternoon and rested on the 
dashboard. We tried to feed and 
water it, but next morning it had 
departed, leaving a small deposit 
on the dash.

During one trip, a tern took a 
free ride perched up front on the 
anchor. Some research revealed 
that this bird may have seen the 
movie Titanic at some outdoor 
holiday screening? As well, we 
were visited by mutton birds, 
mostly in windy weather or at 
night. A couple of these died, 
perhaps of exhaustion?

During our first year at Wyndham 
Harbour, a pair of swallows built a 
neat mud nest up under the cabin 

roof, next to the dry exhaust. 
Even though we were often 
venturing out for a snapper or 
two, the brood was duly hatched. 
Later the birds roosted along the 
top door track, out of the weather. 
Last year it was decided to 
discourage this housing boom, so 
a new nest was put to sea.

During August, when sneaking 
down to the Harbour to check 
the boat during the lock-down, a 
half-built nest was discovered in 
the same spot. This was again 
dismantled. Couldn’t the birds 
find a less mobile allotment? 
Visiting again to check Pelican, a 
completed nest with three eggs 
was discovered, nicely glued to 
the cabin door top rail. Not a bad 
effort: a complete nest beautifully 
built in two weeks, with many 
sections of mud precision layered, 
and a family on the way? Charles 
Darwin would be proud.

Strictly for the birds........
John Marks
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Hello fellow members,

 As you may or may not know my Wife Helen and I have been members at the Club 

for the past two years having moved over from Perth. We moved to Melbourne for 

work not knowing anyone or even where to live.

Fortunately we stumbled into Williamstown while house hunting and instantly 

fell in love with the place , It is almost a mix of Fremantle and South Perth, just 

gorgeous. Once we had moved into our rental house we went out in search of a 

Club to join and one Sunday afternoon we found ourselves upstairs at RVMYC, 

and we were greeted by Kathie Rindfleish. After a quick chat Kathie invited us into 

the bar as guests where we spent many hours getting acquainted and meeting some 

other members. After waking the next day with sore heads we knew we had found a 

place for us and we joined the club soon after.

The kindness that Helen and I have experienced from so many people at the club 

I have to be honest, has been overwhelming. The RVMYC in itself is truly unique 

and a wonderful place to spend time, its members however are exceptional 

people and Helen and myself are sad to say that we have had to leave at short 

notice following some lifestyle and family decisions.

We are writing this to sincerely thank the many Members who have been so kind, 

patient and generous to us during our stint in Melbourne. We genuinely feel 

that we have made many lifelong friends and that in many ways this is just the 

beginning.

We wish you all the very best and hope you have your freedoms back very soon. 

It goes without saying that anytime any of you are in Perth we will always have a 

spare room or two and just love taking friends to Rottnest.

It is not goodbye merely see you all again soon.

With much affection

Justin and Helen Taylor
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The RVMYC were lucky to have had Helen and 
Justin Taylor as members of the Club. Helen and 
Justin were quite active at the RVMYC, and we are 
grateful to Justin for introducing the boating event of 
theTime Trials to the club. We wish them all the best  
in their endeavours, and hopefully our paths cross 
again in the near future.
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  Diary update & classifieds
Members Draw!

Wednesdays at 7pm

Suspended until further notice

Fishing licences are available from the Club 
office or bar; 3 year licence $102.20; 1 year 
licence $37.70; 28 day licence $21.50; 3 
day licence $10  Please contact the office or 
see Terri at the bar. Members can use their 
accounts to pay.
NOTE: Seniors cardholders do not require a 
fishing licence

Fishing Licences

Calendar of Events

FREE ADVERTISING SPACE

Buy Swap Sell

RVMYC 260 Nelson Place, Williamstown, Victoria 3016   
Telephone 03 9393 2888  admin@rvmyc.com.au  www.rvmyc.com.au

NOVEMBER
12th-13th Fishing Competition
28th - Centenary Trophy

DECEMBER
3rd-4th Herring Island Cruise
11th - 118th Season Opening Day
19th - WOW Swim(Williamstown SLSC)
25th - Christmas Day

BE SURE TO CHECK THE WEDNESDAY WRAP, 
FACEBOOK & RVMYC WEBSITE

FOR UPDATES

Duty Officers
November
6-7  Chris Ackerman
13-14  Mark Rindfleish
20-21  Peter Skene
27-28  Greg O'Connell 

December
4-5  Kathie Rindfleish
11-12  Marco Sampaio
18-19  Mark Bourke

Wednesday - Bar open 5.00pm
  Bistro open 6.00pm
Friday -   Bar open 5.00pm
  Bistro open 5.30pm
Saturday -  Bar open 12.00pm
  Bistro open 12.00pm to 2.30pm
Sunday -  Bar open 12.00pm

  Bistro open 12.00pm to 2.30pm. 

To view the weekly Bistro menu, visit the RVMYC website

MEMBERS BAR TRADING HOURS

DECEMBER

NOVEMBER

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Season
Opening

 Day

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Herring Island 
Cruise

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Centenary 
Trophy

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Fishing 
Comp

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Bar &
Bistro
Open

OFFICE CLOSED
NYE

Fishing 
Comp

Bar &
Bistro
Open

Melbourne 
Cup 

Public 
Holiday


