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We've missed you, but we're back!
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Ann Przybysz:shezgame24@gmail.com

We welcome contributions from members, Propeller 
will endeavour to publish articles as soon as possible, 
space permitting. Please contact the Propeller sub 
committee for more information.

Did you know that you can advertise in this newsletter from as 
little as $30.45 an edition for a business card size ad?  
Ten editions are published each year and circulated to our members and 
friends.  
Business Card Size: $180pa  Quarter Page: $387  Half Page: $554pa.

We also offer a bonus free ad placement on our website for advertisers, 
where space is available. Contact the Club for further details. 

ADVERTISING RATES

PROPELLER RVMYC

   From the  
Commodore’s 
      Deck

I commence this report having 
just returned from the club to 
co-ordinate our fabulous staff in 
order to have everything ready 
for re-opening on Friday.  What 
a great feeling it is to be able to 
get to some sort of normalcy and 
the prospect of getting together 
again.  I remember saying at the 
start of all this that the things we 
would miss most would be family, 
friends and our time together 
at the RVMYC, which makes 
this even more special.  Politics 
aside, we as Victorians should feel 
especially proud of what we’ve 
achieved.  It’s been incredibly 
frustrating and sacrifices have 
not been equitable and these 
facts should remain front of mind 
as we now start to go about this 
rebuilding stage.

Closures however have not 
hampered your Committee from 
their attendance to Club business 
and much has been going on in 
the background so I’m going to 
provide a para or two description 
on quite a few points to bring you 
up to speed.

•             Marina Check Roster 
– during the lockdown many 
members with boats have been 
unable to attend the club during 
lockdown due to the 5km limit.  
A roster of local members was 
arranged and they were most 
diligent in coming down on a 
regular basis to check boats, lines 
and the like.  A big thank you to 
those that volunteered, many 

of the boat owners outside the 
5km felt most assured by your 
efforts and are very appreciative 
indeed.
•             Function Catering – 
following on from the departure 
of Ed Dixon Food Design at the 
start of the year, the Committee 
resolved to form a Working Party 
from the General Committee to 
explore our options going forward.  
They went out and undertook 
an exit interview from EDFD and 
consulted various industry experts 
as well as other clubs around 
Melbourne including the VRC and 
Richmond Rowing Club.  A report 
was prepared for Committee 
consideration and it was finally 
resolved that the club should 
adopt a Panel System whereby 
we engage three reputable 
caterers of varying capacity / 
price points.  To do so will involve 
some changes in how we operate 
and those aspects are being 
addressed as we speak.  We will 
hold a more detailed Information 
Session for members on this matter 
in the near future, hopefully in 
person as opposed to Zoom.

•             Boatyard /Carpark 
Separation – for some time now 
the issue of pedestrians/ visitors 
walking around boats on stands 
in the car park has been a major 
concern for this and previous 
Committees.  This is especially 
so with the anticipated increase 
in activity which is forecast in 
the Function Room. Current 
compliance with Health & Safety 
regulations is extremely high 

maintenance is too reliant on 
public compliance, so separation 
is really the best way to go.  
We are hoping to have final 
drawings and costings ready 
before Christmas to address this 
longstanding issue.

•             Pontoon Installation – 
those that have been able to visit 
the club will have noticed that 
the pontoons were removed from 
their “test position” in readiness 
for their permanent installation in 
the first section of the Southern 
jetty.  Now that restrictions have 
been downgraded our intrepid 
Rear Commodore ably assisted 
by our own MacGyver, Marco 
Sampaio  (who is assisting who?) 
will get them into place as soon 
as weather and their personal 
business pressures permit.

•             Loan – at the last 
Committee Meeting the Treasurer 
reported that to all intents and 
purposes the loan the club took 
out for the building of the new 
Clubhouse has been repaid.  That 
is, the club has essentially an “At 
Call” account which currently 
shows as nil outstanding and as 
the fees that are due in the next 
few months for Marina berths 
should exceed expenses, it’s 
job done.  In all seriousness, this 
is quite a milestone and I know 
members will feel a great sense 
of achievement not to mention 
a few Past Commodores and 
Committee Members that should 
feel justly proud.

Hello RVMYC'ers
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•             Knight’s Slipway 
Proposed Development – the 
developer of our neighbouring 
property, Mr Paul Little, is 
pressing ahead with the Dry- 
Stack facility next door which 
has been approved by Parks.  
There are a number of aspects 
of the proposal that greatly 
concern the Committee.  We 
have therefore appointed Best 
Hooper to represent the club’s 
objections to his proposal.  Best 
Hooper are a highly regarded 
firm that specialise in the planning 
side of the law.  I will attach the 
most recent drawing provided by 
the developer, you should note 
things such as the jetty projecting 
67m (reduced from 75m) down 
the middle of the Fairway (from 
which they propose to sell fuel to 
the general public).  The back- 
filling will match our waterline 
with open racks for boats to our 
boundary and the full racks 4 high 
with a backing solid wall on the 
HBYC boundary.  The sheer bulk 
of the proposed buildings will be 
massive in such a confined space 
at 14m high!  On your next visit 
to the club stand at the Northern 
Jetty gate and imagine next door 
back-filled to that point then 
look up at the full height of our 
club which is about 12.45m, then 
imagine that at our boundary.  
The first step in our Objection will 
be this Friday with the Compulsory 
Mediation Hearing and then a full 
VCAT hearing which is set for April 
next year.  We’ll keep you posted 
on progress.

•             Melbourne Cup Day 
– save the date!!  The Mariners 

are working on a program for 
Cup Day which will be publicised 
in the next few days.  Weather 
forecast as I write is for a slightly 
overcast 27 degree day with a 10 
knot Northerly, so we’ll be able 
to take full advantage of the 
balcony. Keep your eyes peeled 
and ears to the ground for more 
details.

•             Opening Day – the 
Committee resolved at its last 
meeting to confirm the Opening 
Day date as 12 December 
2020.  Proceeding on that 
date will hopefully enable us 
to accommodate as many 
members as we possibly can on 
the day.  Format and other details 
are to be confirmed as they are 
very reliant on prevailing COVID 
regulations.  Whilst it may not 
be a traditional Opening Day, 
rest assured the aim is to have 
as much fun as possible.  Svitzer 
have confirmed their involvement 
again this year, so make sure 
your vessel is as presentable (and 
watertight) as possible.  More 
details to come on this in the next 
few weeks.

•             BBQ, Bar & Bistro Trading 
Hours – we anticipate there will 
be strong demand up to and 
over the Christmas period so 
have made arrangements with 
bar and kitchen staff to open 
Friday (Dinner), Saturday (Lunch), 
Sunday (Lunch) & Wednesday 
(Dinner).  Until November 8th we 
are confined to 20 persons per 
2 areas indoors and 50 persons 
outdoors (Balcony) and will 

utilise the Committee Room as a 
spill-over area for any Members 
waiting for a table or any 
Members leaving their table and 
wanting to finish drinks.  Please 
remember that sign in regulations, 
personal hygiene measures, 
social distancing and mask 
wearing whilst not at your table 
must be observed at all times 
both within the Clubhouse and on 
Club grounds. For compliance, as 
with stage 2 restrictions. the BBQ 
area remains closed until further 
notice.

Well I think that’s more than 
enough to absorb in one go.  
I’ll let you know date and time 
for an Info Session re Function 
Catering and keep you posted 
with developments re Knight’s.

Suffice to say that we’re so happy 
to be getting back to the club 
and look forward to expanding 
service after 8th November, all 
being well.

Remember, whether you’re on 
the water or ashore, stay safe 
and have fun.

Paul F Doherty
RVMYC Commodore

Club By-Law of the Month

19. Electrical equipment shall be used as 
follows:
(1)All electrical equipment used on the Club premises 
must have a current Test and Tag certificate.
(2)Only protected lights are to be used on Club 
premises and the electric power must not be 
interfered with.

   From the  
Commodore’s 
      Deck continued...
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A warm welcome to our new Club members.

Club News

David Holland Ivan Delic Kellie LarsenClaus Larsen Robert Tagg

"Sojourn" at anchor in the serenity 
of the Duck Pond, D'Entrecasteau 
Channel Tasmania.

Photo Courtesy of Paul & Judith Ringe

Oliver Trajkovski

Melbourne Cup Carnival Celebrations
Tuesday 3rd November, 12.30pm - 5.30pm

 Serving individual lunch boxes consisting of:
  Salads, sandwiches or baguettes.
                            Quiches & party pies
                            Sweet snacks – throughout the day.
                            $37.50 per person. NB. Table Service only

 Cup Sweep on the day.

 Bookings are essential,& close Saturday 31st October. Call 9393 2888.
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Tassie Trio
asmania by boat

Story by Len Dockrill

When Rob Ungar of Sandringham Yacht 
Club asked if anyone was interested in 
joining a cruising-in-company trip around 
Tasmania in February last year, he got 
a very strong response. In no time there 
were ten boats and crews enthusiastically 
preparing to join the adventure.

Quick to respond was Mark Rindfliesh 
on Rob Roy from RVMYC, with fellow 
members Ron Clark and myself as 
crew.  About a month before departure 
Mark was summoned to an air safety 
conference in Washington DC set for mid 
March and our trip was put in jeopardy.  
At that time Sublime was enjoying the 
Christmas holidays in Sydney Harbour 
and, rather than miss out, a decision was 
made to bring her to Melbourne for the 
adventure.  Mark would be able to join 
us for the first part of the trip and could 
then depart along the way to travel to 
Washington.

As usual the trip down from Sydney was 
thoroughly enjoyable with stop-overs at 
Jervis Bay and Batemans Bay.  As there 
was a strong weather change due to hit 
Eden in the early afternoon, departure 
from Batemans Bay was scheduled for 
01.00 hours and, despite encountering a 
couple of storms along the way, anchor 
was set off Aslings Beach in the NW 
corner of Twofold Bay about 10 minutes 
before the southerly buster came ripping 
through.  Mark was able to join Sublime 
the next day and that afternoon we did 
the short run down to Bittangabee Creek, 
ready for an early start on the long run 
to Lakes Entrance.  All went well and we 
had a good run on through to Melbourne 
and into our berth at RVMYC.  

There was little preparation required as 
Sublime is set up for cruising, just the 
usual checks of safety gear, fuel, food 
and drinks!  We set off from Williamstown 
on 30 January, headed for Queenscliff, 
and awaited the rest of the fleet to 
arrive.  There was much excitement as 
the various boats arrived, old friendships 
revived and weather checked.  

As Sublime was the only displacement 
cruiser (all other boats were large, high 
powered, planning hull, fast cruisers) 
we decided to head off early on day 
one (1 February) in order to make a bit 
of ground on the fleet.  Crossing The 
Rip at daylight, it was not long before 

the fleet overtook us on their way to 
Three Hummock Island at the NW 
corner of Tasmania.  Sublime continued 
merrily along in their wake, with a fuel 
consumption at about 20 percent of 
theirs.  A strong E wind was developing 
and it was decided that rather than 
stopping over at Three Hummock, 
we would continue on in order to get 
protection in the lee of Tasmania for the 
run down the west coast to Macquarie 
Harbour – our first stop.  Once we 
attained the smooth conditions in the 
lee of the mainland, the run down the 
west coast was quite uneventful with the 
three crew sharing helm duties 2 hours 
on/4 hours off.  After travelling 250nm 
non-stop from Queenscliff, we steamed 
through Hells Gates at lunch-time on 2 
February, well ahead of our high speed/
high consumption fellow adventurers.  
We were well down Macquarie Harbour 
before Cpt Mike Percy in lead boat 7th 
Heaven (Princess 88) caught us and lead 
the fleet carefully 8nm up the Gordon 
River to our anchorage at Heritage 
Landing. 

The scenery 
through 
Macquarie 
Harbour 
and along 
the Gordon 
River is 
absolutely 
stunning 
with high 
cliffs and 
thick forest 
down to the 

water’s edge.  The crews all launched 
their dinghies for the trip ashore and a 
walk through the bush plus lots of chatter.  
After a very pleasant evening in a snug 
anchorage we woke to a cool, foggy 
morning with our boats lost in the mist.  
Once the fog lifted we were off again up 
river a further 15nm to Warners Landing 
which is the upper limit for navigation on 
the Gordon River.  After anchoring, we 
again set off in our dinghies, picking our 
way around 
rocks and 
over rapids 
to reach 
the junction 
with the 
Franklin 
River, a 
further mile 
upstream - 
stunning 
scenery all 

the way. Along the way back, a stopover 
at the beautiful Sir John Falls, buried 
deep in the surrounding forest.

The following day we returned down 
river and across Macquarie Harbour to 
Strahan, where the very obliging local 
fishermen were happy to let us raft up off 
their boats along the limited space at the 
wharf.  Most boats took the opportunity 
to refuel and, over a few drinks later at 
the pub, we were pleased to compare 
our meagre 800 litres with the 6,000 litres 
taken on by 7th Heaven! 

After a day’s lay-over at Strahan, we set 
off before dawn on 6 February headed 
for Port Davey in the remote, far SW of 
Tasmania, 100nm south. The west coast 
of Tasmania is notorious for it’s wild 
weather and massive W swells, but the 
weather gods were with us and, apart 
from a bit of rough weather south of King 
Island as we approached Tasmania, 
to date we had enjoyed sunshine and 
smooth seas.

The re-fuelled fleet soon overtook us 
off Point Hibbs and were comfortably 
anchored in Bramble Bay at the entrance 
to Bathurst Channel when we arrived at 
about 17.00 hours. Sundowners on the 
beach and more great camaraderie! 

Continued page 6
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After another comfortable night on 
anchor, a check of the weather forecast 
indicated that the weather gods were 
no longer happy and we were about to 
experience some of that notorious SW 
Tasmania weather - 50+ knots!  So we set 
off up Bathurst Channel for 8nm and into 
Bathurst Harbour where protection could 
be had in the lee of Mount Beattie and 
surrounding hills. 

Whilst most the fleet anchored in the bay 
south of Kings Point and rode out some 
very strong winds, Sublime, being the 
smallest vessel in the fleet, was able to 
sneak into an old jetty in shallow water 
further south at Claytons Corner.  Not only 
did this provide a very sheltered retreat 

away from the winds, it gave us access 
to lots of interesting on-land exploring.  
Most interesting was Claytons Cottage, 
located adjacent to the jetty.  Until 1976, 
this small timber cottage was home to 
Clyde and Win Clayton who had led a 
spartan, isolated life in this remotest part 
of Australia for many years.  The cottage 
has been retained in its original state and 
is now a refuge for the few hikers and 
boaters who explore this area. 

Despite the continuous rain and howling 
wind, Ron was able to put his many years 
of bush survival experience to good use 
and managed to get the open fire going, 
and also the slow combustion stove in 
which he cooked a large batch of scones 

for a very grateful crew from the 
anchored vessels.  Not content with 
this effort, Ron then managed to 
cook a baked dinner for the Sublime 
team, plus heated enough water for 
Mark to have a (much needed) hot 
bath!

After four days of battering, a small 
weather window appeared and a 
group decision was made to make 
a dash south around South West 
Cape after which we would be in the 
lee of the land, sheltered from the 
NW winds.  As usual, Sublime was 
first out to check conditions which 
were marginal!  On we went and 
conditions worsened!  We were soon 
overtaken by the fleet, with the boats 
regularly disappearing between the 
4m+ swells whipped up by winds 
that had picked up to around 40 
knots.  Spray, mist and rain meant 
there was no sight of land, and as 
automatic pilot was not possible 
in the conditions, hand steering 
was necessary.  This was quite a 
“character building“ experience and 
we were heartened to hear the radio 
chatter indicating that conditions 
improved once South West Cape 
was rounded.  When we eventually 
reached Recherche Bay about 8 
hours later, the fleet was comfortably 
at anchor and “relaxed” and gave 
“brave little Sublime” a hearty 

welcome.  Meanwhile the crew of Sublime 
were interested only in achieving a similar 
“relaxed” state as quickly as possible – 
certainly our toughest day at sea!

The wind did not abate and the 
following day as we headed north up 
D’Entrecasteaux Channel a gust of 73 
knots was recorded.  After anchoring 
Sublime in 50 knot winds at Dover, it was 
decided that it would be best to go further 
north to find a less exposed anchorage.  
Thankfully there are a number of refuges 
in the lee of mountains and we spent a 
very comfortable night in Copper Alley 
Bay, just south of Cygnet. 

Much to our relief, the wind eased and 
the following day we enjoyed a leisurely 
cruise up the Huon River to Kermandie, 
then back downstream and on to Trial Bay 
just south of Kettering.  A pleasant walk 
around Kettering Point delivered us to 
the Oyster Cove Inn where we continued 
relaxing for the rest of the day. 
Our next stop was a short run across 

the channel to Quarantine Bay on North 
Bruny Island where the remnants of the 
original quarantine station were explored. 
And then next day, onwards to Hobart.  
Taking Sublime through the lift bridge 
into Constitution Dock was one of our 
highlights.  Our 4 days in Hobart provided 
a good rest and a chance to explore some 
of our kindred clubs including The Royal 
Yacht Club of Tasmania and Bellerive 
Yacht Club.  We were also fortunate to 
catch up with fellow RVMYC member 
Peter Coffey who happened to be in town 
and keen to relax with us.  

Leaving Hobart we headed SE across 
Storm Bay, rounding Cape Raoul and 
entering Port Arthur.  After securing a 
mooring off Commandants Point we 
dinghied across to Mason Cove and 
wandered through the sombre remnants 
of the Port Arthur penal settlement.  Next 
day we were off again, rounding Tasman 
Island and heading north, the start of our 
run home.  The coastal scenery here is 
spectacular with massive cliffs displaying 
fascinating rock formations, sea caves, 
rock needles and multiple islands. 
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Continuing north, we spent a pleasant 
night at anchor in Chinamans Bay of the 
western side of Maria Island and then 
proceeded in to Triabunna the following 
day where Mark was scheduled to leave 
us for his trip to Washington.  Triabunna 
is a busy little fishing port and we had to 
raft off another friendly fishing trawler to 
access fuel.  Following refuelling came 
the challenge of berthing in the only (very 
narrow) space available, adjacent to 
the rock wall – in a 25 knot cross wind!  
Achieved without embarrassment (but 
with considerable butt puckering), it was 
time to adjourn to the historic Spring Bay 
Hotel for some relaxation with the locals.  
A visit from the licencing police didn’t 
provide too much disturbance despite 
Ron making a fuss about not being asked 
for proof of age. 

Next day we farewelled Mark and 
departed the marina to make space 
for the remaining members of the fleet 
which had now been depleted and was 
beginning to straggle on its way home. 

Next stop was the beautiful Wine Glass 
Bay on the east side of Freycinet 
Peninsula.  This is a glorious anchorage 

(except in an easterly) and was so good 
that we stayed two nights and spent the 
day fishing.  The whiting and squid were 
plentiful and we feasted well on fresh 
seafood for days after. 

Following an early departure and 
stunning sunrise, we steamed north to 
the Furneaux Group, arriving at Passage 
Island and travelling up the western side 
into Kent Bay. Travelling west, we passed 
to the north of Preservation Island, 
around Cape Sir John on the western end 
of Cape Barren Island, and into Franklin 
Sound.  After overnighting in Adelaide 
Bay at Lady Barron we were off again to 
start our return trip across Bass Straight.  
Arriving at Deal Island at dusk, we found 
a comfortable anchorage in East Cove.  
The next day took us to the Hogan Group 

where we explored potential anchorages 
(for future reference) before continuing on 
to Refuge Cove on Wilsons Promontory.  
After another early start, the next day 
(28 February) we made the 110nm trip 
back to Queenscliff, only to be met by 
Mark who’s Washington trip had been 
cancelled. 

Having travelled 1,200nm over 4 
weeks, there followed much relaxation 
to celebrate our return, followed by a 
unanimous conclusion that we would do it 
all again.  But next time we would take 6 
months rather than one!
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  Diary update & classifieds

Members Draw!
Member's Draw suspended

until further notice

Fishing licences are available from the Club 
office or bar; 3 year licence $100.70; 1 year 
licence $37.20; 28 day licence $21.20; 3 
day licence $10  Please contact the office or 
see Terri at the bar. Members can use their 
accounts to pay.
NOTE: Seniors cardholders do not require a 
fishing licence

Fishing Licences

Calendar of Events

FREE ADVERTISING SPACE

Buy Swap Sell

RVMYC 260 Nelson Place, Williamstown, Victoria 3016   
Telephone 03 9393 2888  admin@rvmyc.com.au  www.rvmyc.com.au

NOVEMBER
Saturday 3rd - Melbourne Cup Day
DECEMBER
Saturday 12th - Opening of Boating Season

BE SURE TO CHECK THE WEDNESDAY WRAP, 
FACEBOOK & RVMYC WEBSITE

FOR UPDATES

Duty Officers - N/A until further notice

Wednesday - Bar open 5pm. Bistro open 6.00pm

Friday -   Bistro open 5.30pm

Saturday -  Bistro open 12.00pm to 2.30pm

Sunday -  Bistro open 12.00pm to 2.30pm. 

To view the weekly Bistro menu, visit the RVMYC website

MEMBERS BAR TRADING HOURS

NOVEMBER

OCTOBER

Bistro
Re-Opens

Melbourne 
Cup Day


