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Club News

Bastille Day

Bastille Day
Lunch
Lord Howe Island

It was a vivalicious
day at the RVMYC
Bastille Day lunch.
Sixty-five members

Bali with a cause

attended the French

Back in June a few of our RVMYC members jetted off

Chef Glen.

to Bali to compete in a football competition for a cause.
Turn to page 8 for the full story.

A European Adventure
Nearly six weeks visiting the UK, France,
the Netherlands, Finland, Russia, Estonia,
Sweden, Denmark, Italy and Malta sounds
like a hectic schedule. Not so, not when
you have a wonderful ‘tour organizer’, in
the form of Fiona Zammit. In fact, far from
being hectic, it was one of the most relaxing
holidays John and Fiona had ever had.
Story by John Zammit continued Page 10

feast catered by

See Page 9 for more photos
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Club News

RVMYC Photo/Calendar Project
Submit your favourite photos taken while travelling, or at the
Club. Each month we will select one which will be included in
an end of year club calendar. Send your photo to the RVMYC
Office along with a bit of a background story on where it was
taken and why it was special to you. Be sure to mention it is
your submission for the Calendar Project.
Sunday Roast is back!
Corporate Sponsorship Package
The RVMYC is now offering Corporate
Sponsorship packages.
If you know of any organisation or a member
that may be interested, contact the Club for more
information.
Sundays in the Bistro from 12pm
Club By-Law of the Month
13. Any gear or article left in the Club premises for more than three months, and for which the owner cannot be found, shall be forfeited and may be
disposed of by order of the committee after one month’s notice posted on the club House Notice Board. The proceeds to go into the Club's funds.

EDITOR’S NOTE
We welcome contributions from members, Propeller
will endeavour to publish articles as soon as possible,
space permitting. Please contact the Propeller sub
committee for more information.

Ann Przybysz:shezgame24@gmail.com

ADVERTISING RATES
Did you know that you can advertise in this newsletter from as
little as $30.45 an edition for a business card size ad?
Ten editions are published each year and circulated to our members and
friends.
Business Card Size: $180pa Quarter Page: $387 Half Page: $554pa.
We also offer a bonus free ad placement on our website for advertisers,
where space is available. Contact the Club for further details.
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From the

Commodore’s
Deck
Dear Members,
Much has been happening since your
new committee came into office and
I will endeavour to keep you informed
of our progress through all the usual
forums.
Having said that I think it somewhat
unrealistic to cover every action point
we’re addressing with an appropriate
level detail, so will confine this report
to three matters we consider pertinent
presently.
Firstly Hospitality. The Hospitality
Sub Committee has met on two
occasions and in liaison with Chef
Glen have tweaked the menu
so that we provide quality, value
and a consistent offering of club
favourites, whilst also offering variation
via a switch out of items such as
pastas and soups of the week, as
well as specials rolling over every
fortnight. The Sunday Roast was
also introduced and has proved
to be very popular. In the main
the feedback we have received in
relation to these modifications has
been very good. The decision of
moving Friday lunches to Saturdays
is still a work in progress as Saturdays
have been a bit slow. However we
are hopeful that it will improve as
the weather gets better and Friday
nights continue to improve. In as far
as Friday nights are concerned we will
introduce the “Friday Feast” this week
where a 4 person seafood platter will

be $45, 2 person $22.50 and $11.50
for a single, so no excuse to stay at
home for fish and chips on a Friday
night! As always if you have any
ideas or feedback for the Hospitality
Sub Committee please make sure you
convey them to us either personally or
through the feedback book located
at the bar.
You may have noticed a slight
change to the structure of the current
Committee in comparison to those
of recent years whereby the Vice
Commodore is not responsible for
Works, rather we have created a
new position being Technology and
Information Services. The reason
for this is because the Committee
considers this to be a crucial aspect
of our club’s potential to not only
grow new members but in the
retention of current members. In
doing so the various systems we
utilise must be able to synchronise so
as to provide us with vital reporting
mechanisms in conjunction with the
relationship management of both
current and potential members.
Therefore there is currently a review
of the club’s point of sale, sign in
and communication systems. Our
Vice Commodore is best qualified
to conduct this review and is doing
so with a diligent and talented
subcommittee.

the club has successfully engaged
with local business Travel Associates
Williamstown as Corporate Sponsors.
Travel Associates, in conjunction with
Viking Cruises, have provided the
club with an eight day European
River Cruise (5 options available) and
this will be used as a club promotion
for Friday nights whereby members
in attendance will each receive a
ticket, and two tickets will be drawn
to enter the final draw. Competition
Rules, Terms and Conditions will
be posted on the club’s website.
We are very excited about this
new partnership and believe it
demonstrates the Corporate appeal
the club possesses and we intend to
pursue more of these opportunities
in other sectors. The success or
otherwise of these relationships rests
firmly with our membership, so please
ensure you support our sponsors as
much as possible.
Well I think that’s more than enough
from me for now, stay safe and have
fun both onshore and on the water.

Paul F Doherty
RVMYC Commodore

Finally I am excited to announce that

A warm welcome to our new Club members.
Terry Oakley

Richard Ogilvie

Peter Christoforou

Marjorie Beaton

Joanne Clarke
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Member's European River Cruise Draw
The Club together with Travel Associates Williamstown have something special for members:
Every Friday night at the end of Happy Hour two lucky member’s will be drawn out of the barrel to go into
the Final Draw where they will have a one in one hundred chance to win an eight night Viking European
River Cruise (5 options to choose from) including an airfare allowance of $2,000.
This competition is open to all categories of membership and members and must be in attendance at the
Club to be eligible.
This fantastic initiative is made possible by our new Corporate Sponsors at Travel Associates Williamstown.
So head on down to the club for a relaxing end of week drink and the chance to head off for an even more
relaxing eight day European River Cruise.
*Terms and Conditions apply. Contact the office for details.
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Journey to Lord Howe Island in ‘Pelican’.
Story by John Marks

Part 2: Bermagui to Port Stephens
After doing the usual domestics

After a late start,we anchored in

disillusionment. All the (vacant)

for a month and keeping one eye

Brulee Bay for the night.

wharf space at the museum and

on the weather, the boys were

Next port of call was Jervis Bay,

everywhere else is well signed to

back to it. Blake was busy at

Pelican’s original home. Previous

the contrary. We were directed to

work, and was replaced by Peter,

owner and builder John Settree

an area a little further north, which

who had missed the first stage,

was to inspect the handy work

had no restricting signage, so we

staying home to support his

restoring and converting the boat.

moored up and set off walking

brother Ian.

We took a public mooring off

to the exhibits. My favorite is the

Fuel had been topped up prior

Huskisson, but John was out for

Kathleen Gillett, a lovely 45’ Colin

to our departure to Melbourne,

the day and was not well enough

Archer designed ketch, restored

but we needed the odd

for a dinghy trip out to the boat,

and presented to Australia by the

supermarket trolley of groceries

on. (The entrance to Currumbene

Norwegian government for the Bi-

to keep the wolf from the door.

creek was sanded up).

Centennial.

Then away, and the lines went

Off again with an early start, as

out immediately we cleared

we hoped to make Port Jackson

Bermagui, but no action. About

before last light. This was a bit

three miles north of Montagu

ambitious, and we approached

Island, the skipper was keeping

the mooring area off Rose Bay in

an eye on the trailing lures, when

total darkness. A small moored

some action occurred on the 24

sea plane loomed out of the

kg rig. It looked fishy with fins and

black, so we backed off and

tail visible, and the big rod was

dropped the Rocna. Suddenly

jerking. On lifting the rod from

a high speed ferry zoomed by

the holder, a good sized black

at close quarters; Pelican was a

After a thorough perusal of the

marlin grabbed the lure. The fish

tad too close to the fairway. Too

water and land based exhibits,

looked huge as it tail walked and

tired to move, we trusted our luck

and a quick stroll around Darling

porpoised two hundred metres

and turned in. Sleep was slow to

Harbor, Cockle Bay, and the old

out, but fifteen exciting minutes

come, as a noisy disco nearby

Pyrmont bridge, we ambled back

later the line parted; maybe a bit

kept full volume until midnight.

to Pelican, only to find a couple

too much drag?

The sights of beautiful Sydney

of young NSW coppers on the

Harbor, and the busy activity

foredeck. They had responded to

on the water, had us riveted,

a complaint by a nearby private

as we sailed past the Opera

marina. We had left adequate

House, and under the iconic

access to their area, and our

Harbor Bridge. The main focus

berth is public property, but of

was the Maritime Museum at

course this is Sydney. When the

Darling Harbor. Unused to the

water police arrived, we pleaded

protocols of berthing at Sydney,

our case, and were let off with a

we expected to find a public

polite chat, and advised to not

wharf, but were met with total

stay the night.

Sydney Harbour

Pelican illegally parked
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Never mind, we had our hearts

discussion about clearance under

lift to Newcastle airport, and we

set on a nice tour of Broken Bay

the steel railway bridge, I decided

squeezed into a tiny four wheel

and the Hawkesbury. We spent

against. We anchored in the lower

drive with our bags, taking a quick

the night anchored off Palm

Hawkesbury for the night, but a

lunch at Macca’s along the way.

Beach, and cruised up Pittwater

bit too close to the bridge, as the

We were to board with only cabin

after breakfast.

loud rumble of trains every few

baggage, but a 15 kg Shimano

minutes kept us awake.

reel caught the Xray operator’s

Pity the locals who cop

eye. This was coming home for

this continually.

a plaited double, as the rookies

The final leg to Port

couldn’t manage to tie one.

Stephens, another 60
odd nm north, concluded

Get rid of the line, or pay $50 to

the staging cruise.

re-open the checked baggage?

Pelican passed the night

With a bit of swearing, I produced

at anchor off Nelson Bay,

the necessary, and we were up

and next morning we

and away to Tullamarine.

proceeded the ten miles
Breakfast on Pittwater

up to Lemon Tree

Melbourne

Passage, our pre arranged

cannot boast dramatic terrain and

storage location, until the

a boating paradise such as this.

long step to Lord Howe.

After a circuit of Scotland Island,

The Albatross Marina was

we proceeded up Cowan Creek

fresh out of distillate, so we

to Bobbin Head. As a youngster,

doubled back to Soldier’s

I had read of the Halvorsen’s

Point for another 700 litres.

boat hire operation at Bobbin

The allotted fore and aft

Head, but little remained of this,

mooring in the Passage

as a modern marina fills every

looked a little worse for

square metre of available space.

wear, and the marina staff

The marina folk mentioned

reassured us with tales of last

Halvorsen’s clock as the only

year’s cyclone, when many boats

remaining relic.

in this sheltered spot were lost or

Back down Cowan Creek to the

damaged.

Hawkesbury, and after some

The marina arranged a

Pelican at Bobbin Head

A
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slice of Bali
ustralian Football
Trip 2019

Three RVMYC Club Members;

the football competition.

consisted of five bedrooms, large
living area and pool. The villa

Simon Mills, Sam Cutajar and
Jason Patton play Aussie Rules

The footy was a great success,

was serviced each day and even

football for a Melbourne based

with the Grand Final being a

had a butler provided, along with

team called the Dingoes. The

play off between the Dingoes A

a chef service. This was a great

competition is amongst numerous

side and B side. The A side were

way to visit Bali with a group of

ex-pat veteran teams from around

victorious leaving our side as

friends, and enjoy resort style

the world who raise funds for

runners up. The star of the match

accommodation without crowds

Bali charities including Jodie

(according to one of our players)

and at a very reasonable rate.

O’Shea’s orphanage which was

was Simon who scored two goals.

instrumental in caring for Bali

The next few days were spent

children aged between 1 week

exploring the vast range of shops,

and 12 years old following the

bars and restaurants in Bali

bombing of Paddie’s bar. To date,

and enjoying the great food and

the Dingoes have contributed

service provided by our villa team.

around $65,000 to the orphanage.
Early in June, the star players
along with key supporters,
Unfortunately the team supporters
and major sponsor did not
witness these amazing feats
being otherwise occupied doing
PR duties in Finn’s Sports Club
Bar.
All in all a great holiday whilst
supporting a very worthy cause.
Might have
RVMYC members - Greg Miles,

to do it again

Matt Wynne, Marco Sampaio and

next year......

Mark Rindfleish, as well as major
sponsor and Bali entrepreneur
Livio Andolfatto, set off on various
flights to
meet at

Once the football competition was

the Padma

finished everyone made the move

Legian

to a villa in Seminyak where the

Resort

partners Susan, Alison, Rochelle

for the

Anna and Kathie joined the crew.

duration of

The villa was spacious and
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A European Getaway
By John Zammit

email, no contacts, nothing! Oh well,

Planning of our European Getaway

as the French say; ‘C'est la vie, c'est la

started when we booked a week at

guerre, c'est la pomme de terre’, which,

Domaine des Monges, an elegant 18th

loosely translated, means. ‘that's life,

century property set on a hectare of

that's war, that's the potato’… Actually,

beautiful gardens on the banks of the

truth is I wasn’t quite so philosophical at

Dordogne River in Saint-Seurin de-Prats

the time, but it’s not appropriate for me to

a small French village located in the

repeat my actual words here.

countryside halfway between Bordeaux

in an underground car park and spent

and Bergerac. The property belongs

20 minutes trying to work out how to get

to friends of RVMYC member Terry

out… But that’s a story for another day.

Lawless. Fiona then proceeded to build

Arriving at Domaine des Monges, we

an itinerary around that week, that proved

were very impressed, the hosts are very

not only interesting, but worked perfectly

gracious, the property is magnificent,

for us.

renovated true to style with antiques and

We flew to Heathrow, UK in pouring rain,

beautiful artworks, our room was huge

picked up a hire car and drove straight

with a magnificent 4 poster bed and

to Cornwall where we spent a week
enjoying the region. Checked out the
village where the TV series Doc Martin is
filmed, experienced Rick Steins seafood
restaurant on the foreshore at Padstow,
enjoyed a show at the Minack Theatre, a
spectacular outdoor theatre, built into the
hillside facing the North Sea and stayed
at a historic and picturesque ‘Mill House’,
complete with a babbling brook and a
working millers wheel.

We then drove to London, and stayed
the night close to St.Pancras Station,
with just enough time to catch a West
End Show, (Dolly Parton’s ‘9 till 5’). In the
morning we boarded the Eurostar fast
train travelling through the ‘Chunnel’, on a
five-hour journey to Marseille in the South
of France. Disembarking at Marseille

streets, we managed to find ourselves

large en-suite. The property, set within a
Soon we arrived in Aix-en-Provence,

hectare of manicured gardens has two

a beautiful and historic university city

swimming pools, fruit trees, 6 chickens,

and the birthplace of post–impressionist

3 small goats and a dog. It even has

painter, Paul Cezanne. A grand

electric bikes that we would ride into the

boulevard, interesting buildings,

surrounding countryside, discovering

countless fountains, cathedrals and,

small villages, off the tourist track, where

most important, (and luckily) for me,…

we’d stop for lunch among the locals.

An Apple store! A quick visit and some

So much to do, all within a region rich in

pleading in broken French and my iPhone

cultural and natural heritage. Michelin

was back working within an hour with all

Star rated restaurants less than a half

of the essentials intact. God bless iCloud.

hour away, historic towns, wineries, we

Fiona had once again nailed the

even toured a sturgeon farm and had the

accommodation, a cute, typically French,

opportunity to sample some magnificent

apartment, upstairs, right on the main

caviar. And when we weren’t being

boulevard, with the entrance through one

tourists, we just lazed around the pool, or

of the busiest café / restaurant’s on the

walked along the river trails, even joined

street. We spent three days taking in the

the locals one evening at an outdoor

sights, the French food and wine, soaking

dinner where the whole village turned out

up the atmosphere and enjoying the

to celebrate the Summer Solstice.

30degrees+ weather.

After a great week of warm sunny

Reluctantly, after 3 days, it was time

weather, just the right mix of culture, food,

to leave Aix-en-Provence, and took

wine and relaxation, we left with a vow

a 6 hour drive north to Saint-Seurin

that we would soon return.

de-Prats, the original booking in, what
was turning out to be, a very enjoyable
holiday. Interestingly, getting out of

train station I was getting some cash out

Aix-en-Provence wasn’t without its own

of an ATM and in the process dropped my

little adventure when, following the GPS

phone destroying it completely; No more

directions through the narrow, winding
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magnificent glass columns, huge

drive on the ‘right’ side of the road (the

mosaics, magnificent bronze castings

left), most people speak English, the

and ever so clean. Tallinn was a real

weather is perfect and warm, prices are

surprise with its walled city, interesting

reasonable, public transport is fast, safe

buildings and characters, Stockholm was

and easy to use and there are more

also really interesting and Copenhagen

boats than I’ve ever seen anywhere,

was a real standout, we did a tour of

from small runabouts to superyachts.

Next stop - Amsterdam. I’d never been

Copenhagen on Segways which, are

That’s all before you start getting into

to Amsterdam before, the city of canals

easy to ride and difficult to fall off of, but

the architecture, the magnificent historic

and bikes. Easy to get around, nice

Fiona still managed to…

buildings, the culture and the beauty

11

people and interesting places to visit, we

of the place. We were there during the

did the obligatory canal cruise, the Big

‘Festa’ season when every town or

Red Hop-On, Hop Off, Bus, visited the

village celebrates their Patron Saints Day

Rijksmuseum (Fiona was on a mission

with festivities culminating with a family

to see Rembrandt’s ‘the Nightwatch’),

feast, usually outdoors with a picnic or

open air markets and of course, you

street food at the many outdoor cafes

can’t go to Amsterdam without wandering

and restaurants, and of course, always

through the famous ‘red light’ district,

spectacular fireworks. And while we

which, incidentally, is not only culturally

Arriving back at Amsterdam we were

were there we visited the Royal Malta

interesting, it takes window shopping to a

on a flight the same day to Sicily. We

Yacht Club for dinner one evening,

whole new level.

stayed at Taormina, a hilltop town on the

600 members, just a small marina but

After 3 days in Amsterdam we boarded a

east coast within view of Mount Etna, an

great facilities, reminded us a lot of the

cruise liner, the Celebrity Reflection, for a

active volcano that erupted again just

RVMYC.

12 day intimate cruise through the Baltic

days after we left. The town is known for

Sea… Just us and 3,000 of our closest

the Teatro Antico di Taormina, an ancient

friends. Actually, while there were a lot

Greco-¬Roman theatre still used today.

of passengers, it is a huge ship, 126,000

Taormina is beautiful, interesting, with

tonne, 17 decks, 320m long and the on

fantastic weather. Very touristy, but the

-board facilities exceptionally good. At no

essential Sicilian village atmosphere is

time did it ever feel crowded.

still there. We did a ‘cooking class’ there,

We visited, Berlin, St Petersburg,

met the chef at 9am went shopping at

Helsinki, Tallinn (Estonia), Stockholm,

Usually when I go on holiday, I’m ready

Copenhagen and back to Amsterdam.

to come home after two or three weeks.

The highlights? There were so many,

Not this time though, I was well and truly

Berlin is interesting and parts of ‘the

happy to stay longer, but unfortunately we

wall’ still there, along with Checkpoint

both had commitments at home. And now

Charlie a famous crossing between East

that we are home, my travel organiser

and West Berlin. St Petersburg was

has already started on planning for next

fascinating, the Hermitage Museum has

the local market, bought the ingredients

year and two places already on the list?

to be seen to be believed, we rode the

and cooked up a magnificent 4 course

You guessed it, Domaine des Monge

trains in the underground and the stations

meal which we enjoyed, washed down

(already booked) and Malta.

are all ‘works of art’ in themselves,

with copious amounts of red wine. We
staggered out at around 3:30.
After 3 days in Sicily it was off to my
birthplace, Malta. Fiona and I were
there 20 years ago and enjoyed it
then, but it has certainly come on a lot
in recent times. While I suppose I’m
biased, Malta has a lot going for it; they
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Diary update & classifieds

Members Draw!

03/07/19 $650 Sarah Chibnall NIA
10/07/19 $700 Dieter Kahsnitz NIA
17/07/19 $750 Mario Vella NIA
24/07/19 $800
31/07/19 $850 Simon Mills WINNER
07/08/19 $500 Sandy Ellul WINNER
14/08/19 $500 Mark Folley WINNER
21/08/19 $500 Sam Cutajar WINNER

Buy Swap Sell
FREE ADVERTISING SPACE

Members Draw 7pm Wednesdays.
Don’t miss your chance to win!

MEMBERS BAR TRADING HOURS
Wednesday -

Bar open 5pm. Bistro open 6.00pm

Friday - 		

Bar open 5pm. Happy Hour 5.30-7.30pm

Saturday -

Bar open 12pm. Bistro open 12.00pm to 2.30pm

Sunday -

Bar open 12pm. Bistro open 12.00pm to 2.30pm.

To view the weekly Bistro menu, visit the RVMYC website

SEPTEMBER

BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN
BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN MEMBERS
DRAW &
RAFFLE

BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN

Calendar of Events

QGM
BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN MEMBERS
DRAW &
RAFFLE
BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN MEMBERS
DRAW &
RAFFLE

Fridays:
Happy
Hour
5.30pm7.30pm
&
Cruise
Draw

BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN
BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN
BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN

OCTOBER

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN MEMBERS
DRAW &
RAFFLE

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN MEMBERS
DRAW &
RAFFLE

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN MEMBERS
DRAW &
RAFFLE

BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN MEMBERS
DRAW &
RAFFLE

BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN

Opening
Day

BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN

Spring
Carnival
Lunch

RVMYC 260 Nelson Place, Williamstown, Victoria 3016
Telephone 03 9393 2888 admin@rvmyc.com.au www.rvmyc.com.au

August
Friday 30th - Karaoke Night

September
Sunday 1st - Father's Day lunch
Wednesday 4th - Quarterly Meeting
Sunday 22nd - Maribyrnong River Cruise
& BBQ Canning Reserve
Saturday 28th Grand Final Day Celebration
October
Saturday 5th - Opening of Boat Season
Sunday 20th - Miss Australia Cup
Friday 25th - Spring Carnival Lunch
Sunday 27th - Beginners Navrally

BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN

Fishing licences are available from the Club
office or bar; 3 year licence $100.70; 1 year
licence $37.20; 28 day licence $21.20; 3
day licence $10 Please see Terri at the bar.
Members can use their accounts to pay.
NOTE: Seniors cardholders do not require a
fishing licence

RVMYC EVENTS CALENDAR

Father's
Day
Lunch

Fishing Licences

BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN
BAR/
BISTRO
OPEN

BE SURE TO CHECK THE WEDNESDAY
WRAP, FACEBOOK & RVMYC WEBSITE
FOR UPDATES

Duty Officers
September
7-8
P SKENE
14-15 G O’CONNELL
21-22 K RINDFLEISH
28-29 J BORG
October
5-6		 A PRZBYSZ
12-13 P DOHERTY
19-20 L ANDOLFATTO
26-27 S MILLS

