PROPELLER

ISSUE 70 NOV/DEC 2014

ROYAL VICTORIAN MOTOR YACHT CLUB | ESTABLISHED 1904

INSIDE

Fishing Comp
overview
Cruising the
very top end

Story and photos: John Zammit

Top End Interclub Fishing Challenge
...the one that got away

The weekend of 14 - 16
November saw the running
of the running of the ‘Top End
Interclub Fishing Challenge’,
the annual snapper fishing
competition between the
RVMYC and the Williamstown
Sportfishing and Game Club
(WSFGC).
There were plenty of snapper caught
from the start of the competition at 6pm

on Friday up until close
of weigh-in at Midday

on Sunday. In a nail-biting conclusion to the event, a last minute dash
by Darren Shaw (RVMYC) to get to the weigh-in before the event was
declared closed, unfortunately proved unsuccessful.
continued page 4

TS Voyager Navy cadets On Parade
The RVMYC was well represented at the 2014 Final
Parade of the Australian Navy Cadets of TS Voyager.
Commodore Simon Mills, Vice Commodore Chris
Ackerman, Rear Commodore John Zammit and
Treasurer Paul Doherty attended the Parade held on
Saturday 06 December at the Unit’s base in Nelson
Place Williamstown.
TS Voyager Commanding Officer, LEUT Jeff Paul,
addressing the staff, Ships Company and lots of proud
parents and supporters, all there were there to watch
the ceremonial parade, spoke about the full calendar of
events (over 70) enjoyed by the cadets throughout the
year.
The ceremony was followed by presentation of awards
to the cadets for their achievements throughout the year,
including the Encouragement Award sponsored by the
RVMYC and presented by Commodore Mills.
The cadets from TS Voyager do a wonderful job all year
and as RVMYC members are aware, play a major role
each year at the RVMYC Opening Day. Our club is proud
to have a close association with the unit with plans to
increase our involvement in the future.
Following the formalities guests enjoyed a video
presentation of 2014 in review while refreshments and
morning tea were served.
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Queenscliff for a royal good time
This time of year a number of members
head down to Queenscliff for thier
annual Christmas break.
Everyone should discover the charms of this historic
seaside village on the Bellarine Peninsula, with its
elegant Victorian-era hotels, stately churches and
quaint fishermen’s cottages. Queenscliff attracts
visitors from all points of the compass who come
for the grand heritage streetscapes, antique shops
and top-notch fish and chips.
Wander down Hesse Street and find exemplary
displays of heritage architecture, art galleries, shops
and great places to dine. Linger over cream tea in a
cafe or step into the majestic Vue Grand or modern
360Q for contemporary regional fare. Pick up local
produce at specialty shops and community markets
or a piping-hot parcel of fish and chips for a seaside
picnic under the shade of giant foreshore pines.
Golf enthusiasts will appreciate the sweeping greens
and unique island setting of the Queenscliff Golf

Public berthing
is available on
Queenscliff Pier for
up to 48 hours at a
time (vessels should
be attended).

Club. While in November the Queenscliff Music
Festival reels in local and international acts in a
family friendly atmosphere.
Explore endless opportunities for water activities
on Port Phillip Bay, with a range of charter boats
departing Queenscliff. Dive down to some of
Australia’s best reefs and shipwrecks, with abundant
marine life to see. Swim with dolphins and seals or
try a spot of fishing from piers, beaches or charter
boats. Ride the ferry from Queenscliff to Sorrento, a
40 minute journey which takes passengers and cars
to the other side of Port Phillip Bay.

The area arounf Queenscliff has some amazing
marine parks and structures that offer some of the
best diving and snorkelling in the world. Places
like Popes eye, Point Nepean and Portsea hole are
all highly recommended. If you are interested in in
taking a look below we recommend paying a visit to
the following websites.
Remember to a marina berth though, it gets pretty
tight over January, but come Feb, there is a few
open places.

Blue water for blue ribbons
Gary and Sue Rigby donate a day on
the water for Westgate Blue ribbon
foundation.

Don’t miss...
NEW YEAR’S EVE @ RVMYC
Why not come to the club for the best view?
The Members bar will be open and snacks
will be available until 10pm, BYO picnic and
Party for afterwards.

A huge salute to Gary and Sue Rigby who have
offered the use of their boat to raise money for a
worthy cause. Selfless gifts such as this are the
marks of a good club.
In fact, as a ‘Royal’ club we are governed by the
example given to us by our figure head and her
family.
For more than 35 years The Prince of Wales has
been a leader in identifying charitable need and
setting up and driving forward charities to meet it.

SUNDAY BREAKFASTS @ RVMYC
Enjoy a leisurely breakfast looking over
the Bay every sunday from 8pm. Bookings
appreciated, you get a free coffee if you do!

From the early days of The Prince’s Trust in the
mid-1970s his charitable interests have grown to
the point where his charities represent, as a group,
the largest multi-cause charitable enterprise in the
UK.

OFFICE HOURS
The club office will be closed from Friday
19 December 2014 and re-opens 12
January 2015. We will have Gemma Dickson
covering for Jarmila until the 19th.

Additionally, significant sums of money are
donated to charitable causes from profits generated
by sales of ‘Duchy Originals from Waitrose’
and Highgrove Products, and from tours of the
Gardens at Highgrove.

EDITOR’S NOTE

We welcome contributions from members, Propeller
will endeavour to publish articles as soon as possible,
space permitting. Please contact the propeller sub
committee for more information.
Lorraine McKenzie: ranuinz05@gmail.com
Frank Wilkes: ranuinz05@gmail.com
Brad Teal: brad@bradteal.com.au
Greg Miles: gmiles59@bigpond.net.au
Livio Andolfatto: livio@redmustard.com.au

In our small corner of the world, Keilor Rotary
advised us that they raised in excess of $5200 on
the night (and received in excess of $500 for the
generous donation) - all of which will go to the
Westgate Blue Ribbon Foundation to assist it in
funding new and improved emergency facilities
in western suburb public hospitals in memory of
fallen police officers.
Gary and Sue Rigby’s boat ‘Norwest’
a 45’ cruiser. With a few senior
police on board, you’ll have to keep
to the right!

ADVERTISING RATES
Did you know that you can advertise in this newsletter from as little
as $25 an edition for a business card size ad?
Ten editions are published each year and circulated to our members and friends.
Business Card Size: $277pa Half Page: $831pa *Full Page: $1,386pa
We also offer a bonus *free b/card inclusion for any full page ads, where space
available. Contact the Club for further details.
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From the

Commodore’s
Deck

Dear Members,
It’s finally arrived! The end of the year marks
the time when we can enjoy the bay and indulge
our passion of all things boating.
In the past month we have managed to consolidate
the mechanisms and policies for the new club
house. Most of the new systems are up and running
but there are still glitches that require constant
attention. I’m indebted to Chris Ackerman who
has been on top of every situation, he has been
spending an inordinate time maintaining the
security and comms systems.
The kitchen is still in transition mode with some
minor issues - from power cuts to food quality
and service. We are on top of most things and are
monitoring the situation so that members aren’t
inconvenienced.
The year has been quite momentous for the club
and for myself, I’ve been spending nearly 50% of
my time on club matters and I need to thank my
partner in the business, Angelo Catoggio, who has
supported me with his understanding.
I’m looking forward to my small break with the
family, spending most of the time in Queenscliff
- this takes on a new significance, in that this

wednesday an out of control fire
ripped though the Lindsay Park
property near Euroa in Victoria,
where Susan Mills, my partner is HR manager. It
was a nerve-racking 3 hours before we heard that
all staff and horses were safe.
It highlights that no matter where we are we need
to show caution, especially this summer on the
water. I urge all members to be safe and make
sure your vessel is sea worthy. Before you head
out, make sure you thoroughly check your vessel.
This includes replacing stale fuel and ensuring that
batteries are fully charged.
You should also ensure that you have all the correct
safety equipment, such as lifejackets, flares and
fire extinguishers, on board and in good condition.
While the days are getting longer, fishing in the
morning at this time of year often means heading
onto the water before daylight.
To avoid colliding with other vessels, you must
ensure your boat displays the correct combination
of lights when underway and displays an all-round
white light when anchored.
If you’re fishing in Port Phillip, remember that you
cannot anchor in shipping channels or fairways and
should always steer clear of ships. If you have a
jetski...be careful...don’t break your arm!

I expect to see every member back at the club in the

new year.

During the break members are encouraged to
use the club and its facilities. If the bar isn’t
staffed - members are free to bring their own food
and beverage, we just require that you CLEAN
anything you may use and leave the area in pristine
condition. We have also had many occasions
where members have left the upper sliding doors
unlocked...you MUST lock all doors, this may
require you to exit back through the main entrance
rather than down the front stairs...please be mindful
of others and sign-in any guests. If I could finally
ask members to help police unauthorised visitors
in the club, if you don’t know someone - introduce
yourself and make sure they are signed in - our
licensing rules are very strict and we must comply.
Please enjoy the break and come back safe, sound
and suntanned.
Happy boating till next month,

Simon Mills
Commodore

Hooked up, online....spit and polish
Although the clubhouse is up and
getting its carpet christened - there is
still a bit of massaging going on.
Working bees have been held most Saturdays
since the opening day during November. Generally
cleaning up, decommissioning the temporary
clubroom, BBQ area, re-establishing the boat yard,
and landscaping continues.
Unfortunately the large Lanier
photo copier in the office
appears to have died. Jarmila
is now the proud owner of
a Kyocera monolith that
does colour, black and white
and will even sort out some
complex quantum physics
computations, what does she
do in her spare time!.

will work out where we put all these items - a few
of our artistically minded members have offered to
decorate our blank walls with these special pieces
of club history.
The temporary office has been sold and I think even
Jarmila shedded a small moist tear at its departure.
We had a ‘stacking’ malfunction with the new
chairs for the club. They were manufactured with
larger lugs beneath the seat so that they were unable
to stack...who would think that we
manage to put up a $4million building
but its always the detail that gets you.
No matter, all fixed, chair stacking is
now active.
Active is also our CCTV...so be warned
we know who you are!

The yard is an on-going project; the
upper boat yard requires a water
supply. A tap on either side of the fence
Our exit gate ground loop
adjacent to where the boats are placed,
sensitivity has been adjusted
the lower boat yard also requires a
New
‘fob’
for
members
are
available
so now large vehicles can
water supply. The tap at the end of the
at the club office. ONLY $40.
actually leave the premises.
wheelchair ramp is currently being used
Well, it was the only way we
but is not a long term option.
could keep the tradies in.
The lower boat yard requires drainage and possibly
We have ordered cupboard locks for the hallway
a wash up area.
storage cabinets. One of the cupboards has been
keyed for use solely by the caterers.
The club’s email will also change, up till now the
office email has relied on the optus server, you
Finally, all club items from the storage facility
would notice the address was @optusnet.com.au.
have been placed in the library and the storage
We now are using Telstra for all our telephony so
facility has been handed back, which saves us a
the club’s email will use its own web address: @
few hundred dollars a month. They now need to be
rvmyc.org.au. Members will be notified when the
sorted into rubbish, low importance memorabilia
change is implemented.
and high importance memorabilia. After that we

Jarmila Dakic, RVMYC Administration Manager,
welcoming the new printer/photocopier!

The access control system has been installed and
members can now purchase a ‘fob’ for your keyring
for access to club areas and the front gate. If you
are interested, please contact Jarmila in the office,
you will have to fork out $40, but how can you
measure convenience.
A huge thank you to Chris Ackerman who supplied
and installed all the access and security system and
charged only for parts, his generosity has saved the
club thousands of dollars.
He is always around the club and has managed
all the club works so, next time you see
him....don’t complain!
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Photos John Zammit

Top End Interclub Fishing Challenge...the one that got away
from page 1

Darren’s fish, weighed in literally just minutes
after the closing time for the event, tipped the
scales at 6.1kg but was declared ineligible. As
a result, WSFGC won the main event, the Ian
Dougall Memorial Trophy, with a snapper weighing
in at 5.435kg.
Ten days before the event members of the
WSFGC visited the RVMYC for some social
interaction and for the official announcement of
the rules of the competition. That same evening
Darren Wloch, Past President of the WSFGC also
gave a talk giving RVMYC members an insight
and revealing some of his secrets on how to
catch snapper.
This year also saw a greater effort by both clubs
to increase the interaction between the two
clubs and to help facilitate this the category of
‘Champion Boat’ was eliminated and in its place
greater emphasis placed on the category of
‘Champion Jointly Crewed Boat’.
And it worked, At least 5 boats were jointly
crewed and the increased interaction between
the two clubs was evident, as was the
camaraderie and the social interaction, especially
at the family BBQ held on Sunday at RVMYC
where over 100 people enjoyed lunch and the
results of the competition were announced and
prizes awarded.
There were some fantastic prizes made possible
by the generosity of a host of sponsors including
members of RVMYC; Peter Coffey, Dean Rule,
Livio Andolfatto, Paul Doherty, Paul Ringe, Greg
Pearce and John Zammit.

Results of the major categories
were as follows;
Heaviest snapper
(Ian Dougall Memorial Trophy):
Brad Guzman WSFGC
Champion Jointly Crewed Boat:
Assasin - Skipper Steve Vella,
WSFGC.
Crew: Glenn and
Ryan Pruesker, RVMYC
Champion Anger Senior:
Brad Guzman WSFGC
Champion Angler Junior:
Scott Guzman WSFGC
There were plenty of other prizes including for
secret weights (won by Bill Shepherd RVMYC)
on Saturday and Sunday, the NAFA award and
a host of lucky door prizes.

Our sincere
thanks to
the following
corporate
sponsors:
R Marine Jackson Vic
d’Albora Marinas, Pier 35
Eye Can C Optometrists
JV Marine World
Artistic Catering at RVMYC
Marine Solutions
Bunnings
Club Marine Insurance
Penfold marine
RJ Batteries
Road Tech Marine
Tackle World
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Story and Photos Richard Edwards and Prue Dale

Cruising the very top end
Although I am not usually influenced
by travel ads in the weekend paper,
this cruise had a list of fascinating
and unusual destinations and I knew
we should do it. We agonised over
the price, remembered the SKI
theory[”spend the kids inheritance”]
and then paid our deposit in August
2013.
We soon had our first taste of Russian bureaucracy
when the six page Russian visa applications
arrived. The information requested was
unbelievable and we wondered if anybody actually
read and checked the details provided.

The Ship - Silver Cloud
156 m,
Draft, 5.6m,
1692t,
Main engines 2 X 5850 kw,
Minimum speed 350 rpm,
Max. 500 rpm (props variable pitch)
Max prop speed 165 rpm and two 2700 kw
aux which are rotatable.
Two 4.5 m stabiizers
Two 450 kw bow thrusters.
She has a range of 12 days at full speed (21kn)
and carries 850 cubic
metres of fuel.
We flew out of Melbourne
on Thursday June 26 and
24 hours later landed in
Oslo at 7.25 am local
time to stay at the Grand
Hotel [1874]. After a
walk around the city and
a sleep, we met our fellow
cruise participants over
dinner. The next morning
we enjoyed a guided tour
of Oslo [Pop 690,000],
Norway pop 5 mill. VAT
[GST] 25%. Average
income U.S.$80,000,
unemployment 2-3%. After
lunch we boarded our
ship, home for the next 26
days. Our passports were swapped for individual
swipe cards [with stored individual photos] for
suite access. The same cards were also swiped and
checked twice each time we left or boarded the
ship. We also had to pass through a metal detector
each time we boarded.
Our maid and butler [in tails] were waiting to greet
us in our suite. Prue was given a choice of luxury
hair and skin products for her use during the cruise
and the butler asked what drinks we liked to have
stocked in our fridge! The options for dining, 4
restaurants or full 24 hour room service. Departed
1700 Sunday 29 July, Stavanger, the Port for North
Sea oil and gas production. Norway has a known
reserve of 40 years of gas and oil supply and spends
4% of the revenue it gets from gas and oil on
running the country. The rest is invested throughout
the world for the future. There is great debate as to
whether to export the resources or save them. Fuel
cost was $2.40/litre.
Monday 30. Bergen-very scenic and great views of
the city from the top of the mountains via furnicular
railway. Our guide Malfried told us that she had
received a call from a fishing boat in the North sea
the previous week to say that her cat was on board.
He had stowed away while it was in port. The cat

was returned a week later very dirty and smelling
very fishy.
The local McDonalds and Starbucks had to be
pointed out to us. In Norway these businesses are
not allowed to advertise their presence with the
usual billboards and signage.
Tuesday 1, We woke to see the sheer sides of the
Geiranger fjord 100 metres from our window. We
disembarked onto a catamaran life boat/tender. The
whole day was spent on a bus and walking tour,
crossing the mountains to rejoin the ship in the next
fjord town of Hellesylt. Magnificent scenery with
lots of glaciers, icy lakes and ski fields. This area
is impassable in winter and even though summer
there had been a recent snow fall.
Wednesday 2, cruising (15 kn) plus a lecture on
the area and its history. Lectures were presented
frequently by a British archeologist and an
American historian for the whole trip.
Thursday 3. Lofoten Archipelago at Leknes. [We
were now inside the Arctic circle and for the next
8 days we had 24 hours of daylight]. Today we had
a bus trip through the 8km undersea Napp tunnel
followed by a visit to a historic fishing village
in Nusfjord. We gained some insight into the
incredibly harsh life of cod fishermen as recently as
80 years ago. We learnt that life was only possible
here because the warm gulf stream prevents the sea
being frozen over in winter.
Friday 4. Tromso. An important base
for polar expeditions and inhabited
since the ice age. We visited a husky
breeding farm. A smart business
woman breeds the huskies and takes
tourists for sled rides in the long
winter. The husky bitch in the photo
had 10 pups.
Saturday 5, Honningsvag (North
Cape), 71,10,21, This was the
northernmost port for our trip and the
northernmost extreme of mainland
Europe with a beautiful and rugged
landscape, as it is covered by ice and
snow for much of the year. Reindeer
herds, owned by the indigenous
Sami people [formerly known as
Laplanders] roam free in summer
and are rounded up and moved south
in winter. We were shown a small beach the locals
humerously call Copacabana. They swim here in
water which is 4 degrees C. at best.
Sunday 6, Cruising south east in the Barents sea
along the Russian coast in to the White Sea
Monday 7, Archangel (Russia) a depressing
city made more so by the 20+ authorities who
boarded the ship and took a very long time to give
clearance. [compared with 3 in Norway]. Passports,
visas and suite cards were checked and every
one was filmed as we disembarked, half an hour
later than planned. We visited an open museum
of 16th century black cottages which had housed
the owners, plus slaves and animals, black as no
chimneys. The occupants all suffered from chronic
coughs! On the bus trip to this museum we noticed
somebody using a roadside hand operated water
pump.
Tuesday 8, cruising from the White Sea back to The
Barents Sea.
Wednesday 9, Murmansk, Another excessive
check by authorities. Today it is very cold, about
0 degrees, suits the city. Murmansk was described
by one of the lecturers as “a place to be endured

not enjoyed”. A grim city, full of grey, very poorly
maintained apartment buildings where the older
family-sized apartments are about 50 square
metres. Newer apartments are about 90 sq metres.
If caught drink driving, citizens face 12 months loss
of license and A$5000 fine. Cigarettes are about
USSZ per packet and the average income about
US$400. The highlight for us was a tour of NS
Lenin, a nuclear powered ice breaker, built in 1957,
decommissioned in 1989 and slowly being turned
into a museum since 2005. It was built as a show
piece with a crew of 80, full mahogany veneers
in officers mess, a hospital and very comfortable
crew quarters, as at sea for 6-8 months. 5 nuclear
powered icebreakers are still working.
Thursday 10, Alta, 29 degrees C. A walking tour
to UNESCO protected prehistoric rock carvings
showing reindeer in enclosures and using double
curved bows for hunting. Only two pre WW2
buildings were left in Alta, both churches, as the
Germans burnt everything when they retreated.
Friday 11. Cruising. We are now below the Arctic
circle again.
Saturday 12 Kristiansund. Bus through another
undersea tunnel to Avery then along the famous
Atlantic Road (often used by Top Gear). “Wild
camping” is allowed everywhere-perfect weather
apart from some fog.
Sunday 13, Haugesund, Walking tour of original
wooden houses from 1600 and History Museum.
Monday 14, cruising- eating and drinking.
Tuesday 15, Copenhagen. First impressions, the
“Little Mermaid” is little. A tour of the capital and
Rosenburg Castle where the crown jewels are on
display-extreme opulence. Lunch in the city.
Wednesday 16, Szczecin (Poland) An important
shipbuilding centre which was German during
WW2 and extensively bombed by the allies. Now
mostly restored, including a Castle built in 1577.
We had a tour of a massive German air raid shelter
(capacity 2000 Later upgraded to Nuclear and on 5
levels to 17m. Afternoon to explore.
Thursday 17, Gdansk, Maritime and amber capital
of Poland founded over 1000 years ago. Walking
tour then on to Sopot, a seaside resort-people
swimming and the World’s longest timber pier
512m. Hitler apparently spent significant periods of
time here in WW2.

ISSUE 70 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2014
Friday 18, Klaipeda (Lithuania)( Previously
Russian) walking tour of Old Town -narrow
alleyways and afternoon free to explore, The
population is very worried about Putin as Lithuania
is not a member of Nato and has a useful port. Gas
comes from Russia- excessive cost is 2/3 of their
income in winter.
Saturday 19, cruising North in the Baltic Sea.
Sunday 20, St. Petersburg. One hour for Russian
bureaucracy to give the ship clearance and then a
long queue for us to pass through the checkpoint
each time we left the ship and again for the return.
Visited the Winter Palace (Hermitage museum),

sinister looking nuclear powered submarine moored
in the Neva river.
Wednesday 23. Tallin [Estonia] The city was
established in 1700’s ,the oldest capital city in
Northern Europe- beautiful. It is an important port
for trade between Russia and Scandinavia with
10 million visitors per year. Young people are
leaving the country for other parts of Europe so 18
months paid maternity leave per year is provided
as a carrot. They are in the process of changing
their gas supply from Russia to Norway (Worried).
Interesting
historical note:

the former home of Russian Emperors. Over 3
milion works of art. You can see why there was
a Revolution. An afternoon walk followed by
a performance of Swan Lake at Catherine The
Great’s private theatre. A very high standard with a
10 piece orchestra.
Monday, 21, Yusupov Palace where Rasputin was
killed, then poisoned, then later shot. Another
Katherine Palace, incredibly ornate. Evening at a
Russian Restaurant with vodka and wine etc.
Tuesday 22, A bus to Peterhoff Palace. On the way
we passed the “holiday home” of Putin, palace
would be a better description, with water frontage

in the past theft was punishable by hanging, but as
underwear was not common for women, to avoid
any indecency, female thieves were buried alive.
Thursday 24. Stockholm A magnificent city and the
end of our exciting trip. It is the capital of Sweden

to the Baltic. Peterhoff is 140 hectares with 100+
fountains, all gravity fed from mountains 17 km
away and built in 1744. Once again the gold and
amber everywhere is obscenely opulent. Apparently
the aristocracy used to have gluttonous feasts of 8
hours plus where a vomit room was provided so
that guests could disgorge and start again.
As we were departing from St Petersburg, a
ridiculous example of Russian bureaucracy caused
our Captain extreme frustration. There was another
cruise ship astern of us and logic would have
involved allowing us leaving first as was stated by
our Captain. Instead the authorities made the other
ship leave first which necessitated much bow and
stem thruster use-petty. Interestingly we passed a

and consists of 14 islands
and 57 bridges. It is a boating
paradise with Sweden having
30,000 islands with hundreds
of summer homes each with
their own jetty.
Politically a Liberal Lutheran
country eg. The Bishop is
female and married to a priest

who is also female. Sweden is very worried about
Putin and thinking about reintroducing national
service.
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Story: John Marks

Early Portuguese Navigation and Trade
In the year 1269 AD, Marco Polo,
along with his father and uncle, walked
to China from Venice. They were not
the first to do so, but Marco Polo’s
accounting of the journey is the means
by which we know so much of those
times and trade. He brought back to
Europe stories from as far as Java,
Manila, the Malay Peninsula, and
Japan.
Even before this remarkable
odyssey, Europeans were
well aware of the spices,
silks, and other exotic
specialties which were
available in the east. With
no refrigeration, the spices
were needed to dress up
food which was past its
use-by date.
Spain and Portugal were
the ascendant nations in
the fifteenth century, and
competed ferociously with
each other for knowledge,
trade and territory. At
the time of Marco Polo,
Portuguese fishermen
were already accessing
the fabulous cod fishery of
the Grand Banks, off the
coast of America. They had
learned to use the Pole Star
and a rudimentary version
of the magnetic compass.
Despite the edicts of the
Pope and church, they also
knew that the earth was
a sphere. This of course
presented early navigators
with their greatest
challenge, that of steering
the shortest accurate route
to the distant locations they
sought.

slow and cumbersome, but designs were advancing
quickly. They knew if they could sail around the
Cape of Good Hope, the rest would be relatively
easy. A local prince, Henry the Navigator, decided
to act. He called the current mathematicians,
map makers, geographers, and experienced
navigators to a conference at Sagres, on a hillside
overlooking the Atlantic. The task: to invent a
successful route to the east. The African capes
presented the most immediate obstacle. Wind,
tides and currents, together with ignorant sailors’
superstition of sea dragons, and fear of sailing off
the edge of the world, had
stymied previous attempts.
Arabian sailors had already
circumnavigated Africa,
commencing in Egypt,
and finishing in the Red
Sea, travelling by day, and
hopping along the coast.

Gil Eannes statue

The Portuguese wanted to
trade in the east, but had no
interest in walking. They and the Spaniards were
the western world’s greatest sea farers, but they had
limited navigation knowledge. Their ships were

roses and barrel.

The solution: sail out to the
middle of the Atlantic, away
from the adverse currents,
and then south. A nicely
continuous curve from
Portugal to the Southern
Ocean off the Cape was
the best option, but how to
calculate that course as they
sailed? They could easily
sail east or south using
current methods, so a plan
was devised to sail back
to the coast of Africa, then
south, and then a further
leg east, stepping down the
coast until the Cape was
made. The first captain to
try out was Gil Eannes,
who proved his landfall at
what is now Sierra Leone,
by bringing home wild
roses growing in a small
barrel. He also had to leave
a cairn of stones for his
successor, to commence the
next leg. A bronze statue of
Gil Eannes now stands in a
popular reserve in his home
town Lagos, together with

nations looked to the Pope, as the ultimate arbiter.
In the Treaty of Tordesillas, the Pope awarded all
the new territory west of 51degrees, in the central
Atlantic to Spain, with the rest going to Portugal.

Magellan

Of course, this line continued through the poles to
the other hemisphere, dividing the very area they
both wanted. Incidentally, this meridian forms the
West Australian border. The Spanish could sail
west, but were not to visit the coveted Spice Islands
via the Cape. The land masses of North and South
America were not understood to block a voyage to
the Spice Islands, the “East Indies”, and those who
tried discovered the Central American islands, then
named the “West Indies.” The subsequent Spanish
domination of the Americas is common history, but

These tactics soon had Bartholomew Dias around
the Cape, and Vasco da Gama to Goa in India. The
Portuguese eventually
established colonies as far
as Timor and Macau. The
wise heads knew there was
a better way, and work
to establish great circle
navigation continued. A
mathematician named
Pedro Nunes eventually
solved the problems, using
spherical geometry he
devised, and the world was
a Portuguese oyster.
The Spanish conspired
to spy out the secrets of
Portuguese navigation,
and to access the new
lands. Tensions arose, and
confrontations on land
and sea ensued. Unable to
agree on territory, the two
Marco Polo
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An ambitious upstart named Ferdinand Magellan
lobbied the king to sponsor a voyage, but the
Portuguese royalty had their favourites. Magellan
was privy to Portuguese secrets, and in a fit of
pique, offered the Spanish an alternative route,
via South America. He was confident of finding a
way into the Pacific, despite common belief that
South America was joined to the mythical huge
continent of Antarctica. The big question remains
unanswered: how did he know? Magellan was slain
in the Philippines when he intervened in a dispute
with an opposition warlord for a friendly tribe.
His diminished fleet continued, with the smallest
ship, the Vittoria, returning to Spain loaded
with highly valued spices, the first Europeans to
circumnavigate.

Pedro Nunes

Balboa’s view of the Pacific from the Isthmus of
Panama is significant.

Philippines, Indonesia,
and India, were nice little
earners for the European
nations. The saga of the
Manila galleons is a great
story in itself. Next to
benefit were the British
and Dutch.

Prince Henry the navigator

Portuguese and Spanish domination of the east
continued for a total of two hundred and fifty
years, until their eventual decline as world powers.
Control of the Western Pacific, and the fabulous
riches plundered or traded from places such as the

To protect its interests in the east, Portugal built
forts and delineated its territory with geographic
markers. In his book The Secret Discovery of
Australia, the late Kenneth Gordon McIntyre
outlines the Portuguese struggle to contain the
Spanish, and their various early landfalls on
the Australian coast. (Australia was known as
India Meridional at the time.)He even claims the
mahogany ship as Portuguese, one of a fleet of
three led by Cristovao de Mendonca, on a defensive
voyage to secure Portuguese sovereignty, as well
as contributing to an existing Portuguese chart
which depicts the Australian coast clockwise, from
the Swan River to Warrnambool. De Mendonca
could have finished the job, if not for the loss of the
mahogany ship?

Enjoy your day on the water
You’ve packed the esky, got the sunscreen, filled the tanks and
finally got that sunny, still day - water shimmering on the hull.
But did you check the oil, transmission or hydraulic fluid...did you
book that service? With summer approaching - don’t wreck that
perfect day with preventable mechanical problems, call Mariner
Engineering to get your boat or yacht into shape.

www.mareng.com.au or call 03 9399 5888

A portuguese
caravel

9
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Story: David Colins

By the numbers - a weighty issue
Just in case the turkey, Christmas pud
and way more alcohol than is good
for you hasn’t put you to sleep, the
following should . . .

So, a few weeks ago I was chatting to an old
friend I used to work with designing boats in the
UK, and he was telling me about a project they
were working on that would come in at number
11 on the world’s largest yachts. So naturally,
the conversation turned to how one should really
measure the size of a vessel, as length is not really
accurate. For example, a 50 foot race boat is
smaller than a 50 foot trawler. The logical measure
of a vessel’s size is its displacement, i.e. the weight
of water in tons that the boat displaces, as per

Founded on professionalism,
performance, integrity and
experience
IHP is the culmination of over
40 years of operation in the
Cleaning and associated Industries
specialising in the Commercial,
Industrial and Domestic property
cleaning sectors.

1/26 Macaulay Street
Williamstown VIC 3016

1300 131 509

discovered by
Archimedes.
However, this
measure also
has flaws,
as it doesn’t
describe how
much any
given vessel is
able to carry, of
whatever it was
designed to carry, be that cargo or in our case living
accommodations.
All these ways of measuring the size of a vessel
are based on commercial applications, for taxes
and berthing fees etc. These measurements are
registered by the builder when a vessel is launched,
and impact on everything from crew numbers,
taxes, berthing costs etc.
So back to our original problem, how do you
accurately measure a pleasure vessels real size?
The answer sounds like a simple measurement, but
in fact is a complex calculation. Gross Tonnage!
Now before you start thinking that it must simply
the weight of the vessels cargo, or some other
simple explanation, let me enlighten you!
Or rather let me use Wikipedia to make it clear.
Gross tonnage is calculated by measuring a ship’s
volume (from keel to funnel, to the outside of the
hull framing) and applying a mathematical formula.
“Gross tonnage, along with net tonnage, was
defined by The International Convention on
Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 1969, adopted by
the International Maritime Organization in 1969,
and came into force on July 18, 1982. These two
measurements replaced gross register tonnage
(GRT) and net register tonnage (NRT). Gross
tonnage is calculated based on “the moulded
volume of all enclosed spaces of the ship” and is
used to determine things such as a ship’s manning
regulations, safety rules, registration fees, and port

dues, whereas the older gross register tonnage is a
measure of the volume of certain enclosed spaces”
So a calculation is based on firstly working out the
total volume in cubic meters, and then multiplied
by a factor based on the size of that number, which
is calculated in the following way. For smaller
ships, K is smaller, for larger ships, K is larger.
K ranges from 0.22 to 0.32 and is calculated with
a formula which uses the common or base-10
logarithm:
Volume (V) times the multiplier (K) equals the
Gross Tonnage (GT)
To work out the multiplier (K) based on the value
of V, the calculation looks like this.
K=0.2+0.02xlog10(V)
Once you have that number, it is a simple as
KXV=GT
So now you know, and if you want a really simple
version, at very small displacements the value of
K is 0.22
So, if we took our illustrious Commodore’s fine
vessel Capricious, and calculated the volume at
about 52 cubic meters (guestimate) the calculation
would look something like this.
52x0.22 = 11.44 GT Interestingly, this number
shouldn’t be far different from the vessels
displacement, depending on the type of vessel.
So there you have it, a way a measuring a vessels
real size, in something meaningful, except of course
we all still think about LOA.!!

Stuff we might need on board
RYOBI PHONE WORKS TOOLS
The iPhone is an amazing handy tool. But, you can
make it even more useful with Ryobi Phone Works
Tools. This suite of connected tools includes a laser
level, infrared thermometer, laser measuring tape,
stud finder, inspection scope, a moisture meter
(essential), and more. Beyond simply providing
an immediate digital readout of whatever data the
tool is sending back, the companion app also lets
you share, file, geo-tag, and notate your readings,
making managing a big project that much easier.

STEPHEN KENN TRAVEL COCKTAIL KIT
You don’t need to take a whole bottle of booze with
you just to make a few drinks. With the Stephen
Kenn Travel Cocktail Kit, you’ll have everything
you need in one handy pouch. The bag itself is made
from leather, with canvas lining and elastic interior
webbing, while inside, you’ll find nine empty
bottles, a mixing spoon, and a book that will teach
you how to pack the kit for different occasions, as
well as make 15 different cocktails, with recipes
coming from some of the best bartender’s in the
world.

QUADROFOIL
For a comfortable, sporty ride over the water
without wasting fuel! This dual-seat watercraft uses
C-foil technology to lift the vessel above the water,
reducing water resistance, increasing efficiency,
and creating a feeling of flying. It’s powered by
an electric motor so it’s nearly silent, creates zero
emissions, and yet still offers a range of up to
100km per charge and a cruising speed of up to
20 knots. It boasts a patented, integrated steering
system, a steering wheel with an integrated touch
screen that keeps you informed about battery life,
range, speed, and power consumption, and since its
lightweight composite hull weighs only 99 Kg, it’s
easy to get in and out of the water.
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Club News
Quarterly General
Meeting - smoke
but no fire
The last Quarterly General Meeting
was marked not by mayhem, drama
or conflict, but by the Members Draw.
For the second time in 3 weeks Fiona (tinny)
Zammit was drawn to receive $250 after 2 weeks
before winning one of largest Members Draw
prize of $1,350!
There was discussion on the Club’s membership.
There was some disagreement on the increase of
the nomination fee to $1,100. The Commodore
explained that we are still well priced in
comparison to other clubs around the Bay and
that we will be putting forward to members new
membership categories for approval.
Two new categories being considered are Family
Membership - targeting dependants of Ordinary
Members between the ages of 18 and 25 years
- this will be similar to Partner Membership for a
nominal fee and limited rights. We recognise that
many members might have dependants who are
students or beginning their careers that want to be
included in a more official manner.
A Introductory Membership is also being worked
one where members of the public can apply in
the normal manner and if approved receive a
membership for 3 months, with no application
fee and restricted rights. This we hope will
be used with planned Open Days to allow the
general public to experience the club, There has
been a lot of interest from the community and
currently we have no mechanism to allow ‘walk
ins’, we hope this may address the situation.
As this requires changes to the constitution,
it needs a thorough look and a number of rewrites before its put to the members at the next
Quarterly Meeting.
The Committee is also fine tuning the catering
- Greg Miles the Chair of the clubs hospitality
sub-committee is constantly in discussion
with Artistic to continue to improve service
and quality. We are sure that once the catering
contract is signed and a full-time bar/function
manager is present, all issues will be resolved.
Please keep the feedback coming, its important
that we get your opinions so that we can canvass
them with the caterers.

Club phone number
change
Members are reminded the the club’s new
hone number is 03 9393 2888. We will have the
old number re-directed to this new number for a
period of time.
Direct numbers to the bars and caterer will be
available but the main number will also redirect to
all other phones in the building if it is unanswered
by the main office for a period of time.

BBQ Area
Members are reminded that same rules
apply with the new BBQ area.
Alcohol purchases must be made through the
members bar if it is in operation due to our
Liquor Licensing permit. Out of those times
members can bring their own for consumption
in the BBQ area. Members must clean up after
themselves, recent use has seen members leaving
glasses and plates left on tables and in the sink.
Please ‘do the right thing’ and leave the area
clean and tidy for the next people.

Boat yard open for
business
Just in tme for the Chrismas boating seaton,
members can scrub their bottoms and fix those
unsightly scratches and bumps from misjudged
docking procedures, yes I’m talking to you!
Get your running gear checked over and maybe
those faulty exaust manifolds that may break during nav rallies.

Not rocket science

It’s not. It really isn’t....recycling is probably the
easiest thing we have to do in our daily lives, yet
most members can’t sort it out when at the club.
Do we need an Education Night on it?
Also...LOCK THE SLDING DOORS ON THE
BALCONY!!! The last person to leave the area is
responsible.

Smoking at the
Club...
Smoking is now relegated
to the dark depths of the
club. A remnder of the
new smoking rules in the
clubhouse - NO SMOKING
IS ALLOWED WITHIN THE
CLUB FOOD AND BEVERAGE AREAS - a smoking
area will be allocated at the
north eastern end of the club
under the palm trees next to the new BBQ area.

Dress code
Dont worry, this dosen’t mean you need to wear
a dress (unless that’s what you’re into)....just be
aware of what you wear.
With the opening of our new premises our dress
regulations will be strictly enforced (Bylaw 62) if the correct attire (this means - clean things, no
work gear, no singlets or thongs) is not worn then
members and their guests will be asked to dance
naked in the main street - no exceptions.

legal

Royal Victorian Motor Yacht Club Inc. ats Lawler &
Bourchier.
The Club provides the following statement concerning
the conduct of Michael Bourchier and Peter Lawler: Peter
Lawler and Michael Bourchier acted at all times honestly
and in good faith, as far as the Club is aware, in relation
to transactions arising from the sale and purchase of Joint
Venture and Lady Beth.
Don Healy - Hon. Secretary

committee

Our Sub-committees are the backbone of the club,
if you have any queries or need info go to one of
the members below and they’ll be glad to help.

Paul Doherty, Finance & Administration
Cameron Simpson.
Simon Mills, Building Implementation
Chris Ackerman, Darren Keast; Len Dockrill, Paul
Doherty, Mark Rindfleish and Don Healy.
Greg O’Connell, Marina
Joe Borg, Chris Ackerman, Sam Cutajar, Peter
Farley, Mark Folley; Judith Ringe, John Marks;
Theodore Rau, Frank Wilkes and John Zammit.
Greg Miles, Hospitality
Simon Mills, John Zammit, Don Healy,
Jane McAloon, Maureen Clark, Sam Cutajar,
and Terry Lawless.
John Zammit, Boating
Greg Miles, Paul Ringe, Bob Battye, Owen
Smart, Chris Ackerman, Lee Joyner, and Graeme
Furlonger.
Chris Ackerman, Works
Ron Clark, David Boxshall, Peter Rodger.
Sam Cutajar, Membership
Livio Andolfatto, Ed Keane, Greg O’Connell,
Mark Micic and Melinda Taylor.
Livio Andolfatto, Communications
Lorraine McKenzie, Frank Wilkes, Brad Teal,
David Collins, Greg Miles and Jarmila Dakic.
Don Healy, Constitution
Jane McAloon, Mark Rindfleish and Greg Miles.
Kathie Rindfleish, Mariners
Susan Mills, Alison Miles, Fiona Zammit, Tracey
Keast, Wilma Healy, Melinda Taylor and Kylie
Ackerman.

Rigcon Engineering is one of Melbourne’s
most experienced crane contracting
companies. With a family history in
cranage dating back over 50 years we have
the experience and expertise to provide
any of your lifting solutions.
Our company has a vast fleet of mobile
& tower cranes with a specialty in electric
Wolffkran cranes.
Our focus is primarily on safety, quality
and providing a personal service to our
specialty clients.

Contact
Doug Williams
dougwilliams@rigcon.com.au
Jamie Williams 0417 334 271
jwilliams@rigcon.com.au
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Diary update & classifieds
For Sale

Every Wednesday Night!
Members Draw - 7.30pm. Be there to WIN!
DRAW RESULTS:

Fishing Licences

Ex Club Dining Chairs - $10 ea
Take a little piece of
the club home, or for
the holiday house.
Our old club chairs
are for sale at $10
each, be quick to
select the good ones!
Email: rvmyc@
optusnet.com.au

Wednesday 12 November $1,300
Glen Oliver ‘NIA’
Wednesday 19 November $1,350
Fiona Zammit *WINNER*
Wednesday 26 November $200
Cherie Mitchell ‘NIA’
Wednesday 3 December $250
Fiona Zammit *WINNER*
Wednesday 10 December $200
Bill Prokopiou ‘NIA’
Wednesday 17 December $250
T. Gough ‘NIA’

Fishing licences are available from
the Club office or bar; 3 yrs - $66;
1 yr - $24.50; 28 days - $12; 48
hrs - $6. Please see Terri at the bar.
Members can use their accounts
to pay.
NOTE: Seniors card holders do not require
a fishing licence

MEMBERS BAR TRADING HOURS
Our normal trading hours are;
Wednesday - Dinner from 6.30 to 9.00 bar snacks also
available until closing time (approx 10.00pm)

NEW YEARS EVE @ RVMYC

Friday - Dinner from 6.30 to 9.00 bar snacks also available
until closing time (approx 10.00pm)

Why not come to the
club for the best view?
The Members bar will
be open and snacks will
be available until 10pm,
BYO picnic and Party for
afterwards.

Saturday - Lunch and dinner 12.00 till 9.00 bar snacks
available all day until closing (approx 10.00pm)
Sunday - Breakfast and lunch 8.30am to 2.30 pm bar snacks
available all day until closing (approx 8.30pm)

RVMYC EVENTS CALENDAR
2014 DECEMBER
SUNDAY

7

BAR OPEN

/
14 BAR
BISTRO
OPEN

/
21 BAR
BISTRO
OPEN

Craft Market

28

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1REMINDER:
2

3

MEMBERS DRAW
Our Members Draw
8will resume on
9 the
first Wednesday of
February.

10 MEMBERS
11
DRAW -

/
12 BAR/BISTRO
13 BAR
OPEN
BISTRO

15
16 will
Our Friday raffle

17 MEMBERS
18
DRAW -

/
19 OPEN
20 BAR
BISTRO
RAFFLE

22
23
HERRING ISLAND

/
BISTRO
24 BAR
OPEN -

4

5

BISTRO

FRIDAY RAFFLE

BISTRO

resume on the first
Friday in February
CRUISE

Snacks
Only

This is now on Sunday
the 15th of February
rather than the originally
advertised 14th.

29

MEMBERS
DRAW BISTRO

30

BAR/BISTRO
OPEN
RAFFLE

RAFFLE

HO HO

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

OPEN

BAR/BISTRO

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
STAFF PARTY
OFFICE CLOSES

25

6

SUNDAY BREAKFASTS
@ RVMYC
Enjoy a leisurely
breakfast looking over
the Bay every sunday
from 8pm. Bookings
appreciated, you get a
free coffee if you do!

OPEN

/
26 BAR/BISTRO
27 BAR
OPEN
BISTRO
OPEN

XMAS EVE

/
BISTRO
31 BAR
OPEN Snacks
Only

NEW YEARS EVE

NEW YEARS EVE @ RVMYC...
BEST WAY TO VIEW FIREWORKS. BAR OPEN TILL 10PM

www.free-printable-calendar.net

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

REMINDER: Members
who book for the
Members Bar receive a
FREE glass of wine...ring
to book or see website for
booking form

OFFICE RE-OPENS

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR/BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN Snacks
Only

BAR/BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN Snacks
Only

BAR/BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN Snacks
Only

Australia Day Swim 2015

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN Snacks
Only

MOVIES BY THE BAY
COMMONWEALTH
RESERVE
- GUARDIANS OF THE
GALAXY

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN
Snorkel Safari - Jawbone
Marine Sanctuary

BAR /
BISTRO
OPEN

RVMYC Boating Calendar
2015
February

Sunday 01 Henley Cup –
PRMBC Navrally
(Date TBC)
Sunday 08 Isle of Mordialloc
– MMYC Navrally (alternate
TBA)
Sunday 15 Herring Island /
Yarra River Cruise
Sunday 22 SYC Cup (CUB
Trophy) – SYC Navrally
(alternate TBA)
Sunday 22 Big Bay Swim –
Rotary Club of Point Gellibrand

March

Sunday 01 RVMYC Regatta
– RVMYC Navrally (alternate
Sun 15 Mar)

Sat 07 to Mon 09 Oslo Cup &
Cruise to Geelong (Labour Day
weekend)
Sunday 22 Williamstown Cup
Handicap Navrally

April

Sunday 12 Whalley Cup –
(MMYC)
Sunday 26 Australia Cup –
RVMYC Navrally (alternate
Sun 03 May

May

Saturday 16 RVMYC Annual
Dinner & Awards Night
Sunday 17 Ricketts Point
Regatta – BMYS Navrally
(Back-up date 30 May)

RVMYC 260 Nelson Place, Williamstown, Victoria 3016 Telephone 03 9393 2888 rvmyc@optusnet.com.au www.rvmyc.com.au

