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Swanning around
Cruise SE Asia
Wyuna sets sail again

ESTABLISHED 1904

Great weather for a blessing

Sunday the 30th
of August, although
still in winter brought out the sun and boats for a festive
celebration of the birth of Melbourne as a
city
The RVMYC was well represented with 8 boats
taking past in the sail-by with notable commercial
and historic vessels.
Father Bob presided over the Blessing of the Fleet,
celebrating those in peril on the sea. Victoria
Harbour in Docklands came alive with bands, street
performers and local restaurants offering Melbourne
Day specials. Harbour Esplanade was also activated
creating a spectacular arena for visitors who

viewed the Blessing of the Fleet on the
Basin within Victoria Harbour. For a visual
extravaganza there was a flotilla of vessels,
flares, whistles, pipe bands and a display
of water cannons from emergency service
vessels on the harbour.
Further entertainment was the Enterprize
performing a re-enactment of the first
landing in period costume, and the Alma
Doepel volunteers rowed their recently
restored traditional naval four oared captains
gig. There was storytelling about the first
landing and a reinactment of the flag raising
proclaiming Melbourne as a colony of
Tasmania!

Chris Ackerman using a cow for
radar...he’s a wiz with electronics

Opening Day set for Saturday 4 October

Our first function in the new clubhouse is
set for Opening Day on the 4th of October.
We have secured the honour of having
Rear Admiral Ken Doolan AO (Ret’d)

to officiate this years opening of boating
activities.

Admiral Doolan joined the Royal Australian
Navy as a 13 year old cadet midshipman in 1953
and completed full time
service in 1993 in the rank
of rear admiral. He served
in the destroyer Vampire
during Confrontation with
Indonesia in 1966 and in
the guided missile destroyer
Perth in 1970/71 during
the Vietnam War. He was
the first Commanding
Officer of the amphibious
heavy lift ship Tobruk and
commanded the guided
missile destroyer Brisbane
in the mid-1980s. During
the Gulf Crisis and Gulf
War of 1990/1991, Admiral
Doolan was Maritime
Commander, Australia

and in this role was Operational Commander
of all Australian combatant forces deployed to
that conflict. He was appointed an Officer in the
Order of Australia in January 1991. Subsequently,
Admiral Doolan has filled several remunerated and
honorary positions, including membership of the
Defence Force Remuneration Tribunal, National
Secretary of the Order of Australia Association and
President of the Australian Institute of Navigation.
He has also written several books and established
a publishing firm. Admiral Doogan is currently
Chairman of Council of the Australian War
Memorial.
Thank you to Jane McAloon for her tireless effort
in securing such a ditinguished and inspirational
person to open our new year.
We also have secured the ‘Missy B’ again as the
official flag vessel, the Commodore insists that as
a special occasion - ALL berthed boats must take
part in the sail past. Please book with Jarmila in
the office to secure your seat as tickets are selling
quickly.
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Swanning around in Willy
Our next celebrity in the wildlife special
is our favourite visitor to the RVMYC
marina - the Black Swan.
Australia’s Black Swans are among our most
graceful birds. With a wingspan around two metres
and standing around a metre tall, they’re also one
of our largest. But even casual observers of the
swans around Melbourne couldn’t help but notice
something different about them - many of the local
Black Swans sport plastic collars.
It’s all part of a research project by zoologist Raoul
Mulder, of the University of Melbourne. In order to
study the movements and breeding of Melbourne’s
Black Swans, he began fitting collars to Albert
Park swans in 2006 and continues to this day, with
around 300 wearing collars so far.
Females are fitted with white
combination and write it down.
collars and a black numberThen go to the MySwan.org.
Swan meat has been regarded
and-letter combination while
au website and you’ll be able to
as a luxury food in England since at
males wear the reverse - black
see where your swan was last
collars with white codes.
least the reign of Elizabeth I. A recipe time it was recorded.
But if you want to follow
for baked swan survives from that
It may have been at a park right
where these birds fly - and who
time. “To bake a Swan Scald it and
next door, but it might have
they mate with - why not track
flown clear across Port Phillip
take out the bones, and parboil it,
them or microchip them? The
Bay. Recording a swan at
then
season
it
very
well
with
Pepper,
problem with these methods is
MySwan.org.au is a fascinating
Salt and Ginger, then lard it, and put
you have to re-catch the birds
insight into the lives of these
in order to examine the data.
it in a deep Coffin of Rye Paste with
birds - almost as interesting as
That’s where YOU come in. A
watching them fly, feed, mate
store of Butter, close it and bake it
recent trend in nature studies
very well, and when it is baked, fill up and raise their young.
is to enlist the help of ‘citizen
the Vent-hole with melted Butter, and Since commencing, Mulder
scientists’ - people who are
and his team have already
so keep it; serve it in as you do the
interested in the research
uncovered new insights.
Beef-Pie.”
project and voluntarily
For example, perhaps you
contribute data to the experts.
believed the folk wisdom of
Thus the Melbourne swan
swans ‘mating for life’? It
research. It’s one of the longest-running bird studies
turns out they mate for life, but they also have
in the world, and it’s absolutely dependent on input
affairs with other swans. By testing the DNA of
from the public.
cygnets and their parents, it was revealed some
young were not the offspring of both their parents
For instance, if you’re at a beach or lake and
at all.
you see a collared swan, read the number/letter

Don’t miss...

ROYAL VICTORIAN MOTOR YACHT CLUB

Maribrynong river cruise to
Canning street reserve
September 21

Cruise up the Maribyrnong River to the
Canning Street Reserve for lunch, BYO
everything!
From past experience this should be a
great fun day, a classic car show is also
on in the reserve that day.
Departing the Club at 10am to arrive at
11.30am.

But is the collar cruel? Does
it pinch or hurt the swan?
Many people see swans when
their neck feathers are puffed
up, the collar appearing to
pinch.
Not so. Swans’ necks are
slender and only a couple of
centimetres thick, with the
‘bulk’ consisting of feathers.
If you watch a swan upend to
feed, often its collar will slide
towards its head then slip
back down the neck when it
rights itself.
Like all animal research,
Cygnus atratus
use of the collars follows
strict welfare guidelines.
Long-term monitoring is
demonstrably important for the swans’ continued
management in such matters as how they’re affected
at Albert Park Lake by the Formula One Grand Prix.
Plenty of information awaits the website reader,
with academic papers, popular media links and
beautiful photos. But you might just want to get
outside right away and start monitoring swans,
especially the ones with the collars!

Opening Day - 4 October 2014
Commodore Simon Mills and the RVMYC Committee, are pleased to
invite all members to the 111th Season Opening Day
11.30 Drinks on arrival and canapes
12.00 Official Opening Ceremony with Rear Admiral Ken Doolan AO (Ret’d)
12.30 Depart for Fleet Sail Past
13.30 Return to RVMYC for official lunch
Cost per person: $85
Entertaiment will be provided by lengendry singer sonwriter Petter Cupples

EDITOR’S NOTE

We welcome contributions from members, Propeller
will endeavour to publish articles as soon as possible,
space permitting. Please contact the propeller sub
committee for more information.
Lorraine McKenzie: ranuinz05@gmail.com
Frank Wilkes: ranuinz05@gmail.com
Brad Teal: brad@bradteal.com.au
Greg Miles: gmiles59@bigpond.net.au
Livio Andolfatto: livio@redmustard.com.au

ADVERTISING RATES
Did you know that you can advertise in this newsletter from as little
as $25 an edition for a business card size ad?
Ten editions are published each year and circulated to our members and friends.
Business Card Size: $277pa Half Page: $831pa *Full Page: $1,386pa
We also offer a bonus *free b/card inclusion for any full page ads, where space
available. Contact the Club for further details.
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From the

Commodore’s
Deck
Dear Members,
Spring has finally arrived, which means the
Club is ramping up in activity.

This year for our Opening Day we have the honour
of securing Rear Admiral Ken Doolan AO (Ret’d)
to officiate our ceremony. I am extremely pleased
to have such a great individual to be part of our
club on such an important day. Thank you to Jane
McAloon for her invaluable influence in this and
to both Len and Jane who will accommodate his
expenses from Canberra. We are extremely thank
full that Ken can take time out of his busy schedule
for the Club.

Our committee was saddened to accept the
resignation of Dean Rule form his position. Dean
has been a great asset to the committee his counsel
has been enlightened and he has worked hard in the
portfolio to build the clubs member base. Dean has
had a back issue for many months and needs time
to recover from back surgery, this combined with
work commitments has been the catalyst for his

resignation.

As a committee we are constantly trying to juggle
work and club needs and often we are challenged
by the needs of one with the other, but when you
throw illness into the mix then something has to
give. Club commitments are constant and I thank
the committee for their never ending selflessness the success of this club is due to this commitment
and it seems we have the members that give in
spades.

We are also very close to appointing a caterer
for our new clubhouse, negotiations are still in
place with our short-listed companies, with an
announcement soon. The catering for Opening Day
will be organised independently of the decision.
Greg Miles has coordinated the process efficiently
and expertly - we have engaged some of the best
consultants in the industry to engage with the
applicants.

The clubs yard is still being sorted out. We
currently don’t have a specific time to reinstate yard
facilities so if members are desperate to pull their

boats out, Savages and Royals can accommodate
them. Talk to Savages first as they have a special
rate for us, Josh can accommodate most requests.
Some members have used Royals already - they are
more than willing to help a kindred club, we will
have our yard up and running soon for the summer
boating season.

Thank you all for your patience during our building
- I can see a great future and I’m glad that we are
all on for the ride.
Happy boating till next month,

Simon Mills
Commodore

NUSHIP Canberra makes waves
NUSHIP Canberra has been making
waves, wowing Melburnians during sea
trials in Port Phillip Bay.

The ship, the largest ever built for the Royal
Australian Navy, is the first of two Canberra Class
amphibious assault ships to be constructed.
Also known as a Landing Helicopter Dock or
LHD, the ship will be able to land 2,000 armed
personnel in helicopters and water craft, complete
with vehicles, supplies and ammunition.
The construction of the Canberra Class LHD has
spanned the globe.
The ship’s hull was built in Spain and then shipped
to Williamstown in Melbourne for completion.
Sections of the ship have been assembled in other
parts of Australia and shipped to Williamstown for
installation.

Specifications on the navy’s website state the ships
will be more than 230 metres in length and weigh
27,000 tonnes. The Canberra Class LHDs have
been designed to be able to manoeuvre in shallow
waters.
They have a large ramp/door at the stern that lowers to allow access for the four LCM-1E amphibious landing vehicles the ship will normally carry.
A 202 metre-long landing deck can support up to
four CH-47 Chinook helicopters taking off or landing at the same time.
NUSHIP Canberra will be commissioned later
this year, at which stage it will be renamed HMAS
Canberra.
The first of two Canberra The second Canberra
Class LHD, HMAS AdClass Amphibious
elaide, is expected to be
Assault Ships to be
ready for commissioning
completed, the 27,000
in 2016.
tonne HMAS Canberra
Mary-Anne Lane, Comwill be the largest ship
munications Manager ever built for the Royal
Maritime, BAE Systems
Australian Navy.
Australia has contacted
the Club to co-ordinate
a flotila “NUSHIP Canberra, the first landing
Helicopter Dock, is expected to be delivered to the
Commonwealth later this year for commissioning.
Currently the ship is completing the final sea trials.
I am currently discussing with the Commonwealth
what we may do to mark the occasion” she writes.
Rear Commodore John Zammit will advise members of a date for our participation in the flotilla,
members would be keen to get involved, especially
with our links to the Navy - discussions will take
place with other clubs in the area so that we can
co-ordinate a grand farewell.

The Royal Australian Navy describes the HMAS Canberra
as “one of the most capable and sophisticated air-land-sea
amphibious deployment systems in the world”

Trialling new bins
Our waste collection service is being
trialled with a new bin standard.

Rather than have a large dumpster style bin and
smaller trolley bins, Club works is trialling a new
medium style dumpster that replaces both older
styles. We need to improve our recycling record...
one of the worst, according to the waste collectors.
Members are reminded not to put garbage or garbage
bags in the recycling bins...just as residential
situations. Only LOOSE bottles, cans, plastic,
cardboard and paper. Members are asked to give
their opinion on the new style of bins.
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Photos and story: John Marks

Cruising South East Asia in Lifeline
Propeller presents a brief summary of a
fantastic story by retired couple Sue and
Philip Goodrick, who in 2001 purchased
Lifeline, a 49’ cray boat, and spent four
years converting and preparing her for
serious cruising.
They previously owned and cruised a smaller
sailboat, but their dream was to cruise South East
Asia, and they figured that for much of the time,
there would be no suitable winds, and for this and
other reasons of crew and comfort, decided to go
power.
With limited budget, and needing to keep
cash aside to actually finance the cruise, a
comprehensive passage maker was out of the
question. They sold the sailboat, and commenced
searching for a suitable and affordable vessel. After
a year, Lifeline was found for sale at the wharf at
Currie, King Island. (Below).
Originally a Queensland trawler, she is a “sharpie”,
that is a heavily built hard chine design. She
is powered by an economical Gardner 6LXB,
which need a little servicing, and has a hydraulic
system, retained for the anchor winch, and
swing out stabilizers, “wobble stoppers.” She

Lifeline

had a reasonably modern range of electronics,
adequate tankage, and as a current working boat,
the Goodricks felt that she could be converted

for minimum dollars. They decided to “keep it
simple, with no water maker, electric toilet, air
conditioning, generator, washing machine, or chain
counter”. Their priorities were seaworthiness,
economy, generous space, and budget.

IHP is the culmination of over
40 years of operation in the
Cleaning and associated Industries
specialising in the Commercial,
Industrial and Domestic property
cleaning sectors.

1/26 Macaulay Street
Williamstown VIC 3016

1300 131 509

The Goodricks spent the next three years cruising
and diving the Great Barrier Reef, as you do,
enjoying the reef, and shaking down for the main
act, South East Asia. They were prepared to
run the risks of weather, piracy, and mechanical
reliability. The departure time was worked against
the prevailing weather, and much admin. to obtain
the necessary permits was duly completed, plus
investigation for landfalls and weather conditions at
the intended destinations.
In August 2005, fuel was 80c per litre, but only
38c in Bali. They wanted to secure or hold enough
fuel to make Singapore. Finally departing Australia
at Darwin, they commenced a 52 hour voyage to
Letti, their first stop in Indonesia. Fuel was often
purchased off the beach, with a serious need for
filtration. They found Indonesian officials even on
small islands. These people were generally armed,
and often dressed in civilian clothes, but were
polite, helpful, and curious about a crew of only
two on a type of boat they had not previously seen.
One young Navy officer took them touring and
cooked for them in his spare time.

lifeline before conversion

Founded on professionalism,
performance, integrity and
experience

unusable because of dirty local harbor water. Their
dinghy is a 12’ tinnie, powered by a 15hp outboard.

During the 1000nm voyage to their home in
Brisbane, the boat performed well, and convinced
them of their choice. They turned her over to their
favourite boat builder, who had previous experience
in conversions. Of course the budget ran way over,
and after 12 months, with the Goodricks adding
their own labor, Lifeline was more or less ready to
rock’n’roll. (Well maybe not too much, with the
wobble stoppers deployed.)
She received a complete new deckhouse, with
everything at deck level,
apart from the
engine room, storage, and systems. The toilet is a
household bowl and cistern, filled with salt water,
and emptying into a holding tank, which drains by
gravity. Solar panels provide adequate power. Water
is collected from the generous roof area, topping
up 400 gallons in storage. Indonesia has lots of
rain, and the Goodricks often gave water to nearby
yachts, some of which actually had water makers,

Lifeline gradually made her way north and west,
visiting tiny traditional communities along the way.
At Singapore, they luxuriated at the glamorous
Royal Singapore Yacht Club, and then set out for
Thailand, via the Straits of Molacca, sometimes
dining in thatched “Robinson Crusoe” restaurants
on the beach.
Serious preparation paid off, and their only
mechanical hitch was a dirty connection at the
starter motor, which was solved without installing
the spare unit. Only one batch of contaminated
fuel (purchased in Borneo) was detected early,
before it got to the engine. Sue concludes the story
thus: “Lifeline had not only performed beyond
our expectations, but she had changed our lives,
helping us to fulfill a cruising dream.”
To read the whole story, and see more pics, find
this picture of Lifeline in Google images, (search “
boat Lifeline”), and press “access page”. The story
was originally found in the August 2007 edition of
Passage Maker magazine. Well worth a read.		
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A summer breeze for our Opening Day
The club is lucky to have Peter
Cupples provide entertainment
for our Opening Day on 4
October.

Peter first came into prominence in
1975 as lead singer and songwriter
for the blue-eyed soul band, Stylus.
Stylus released four albums, which
included such hits as, ‘Summer
Breeze’, ‘World of Make Believe’,
‘So Much Love’ and ‘Work Out Fine’
to name a few. Stylus became the first
‘all white band’ to be signed by the

U.S. company, Tamala Motown and
had moderate success internationally
under the Motown label.
Stylus split in 1980 and Peter went
solo achieving a top twenty hit with
his first release, ‘Fear of Thunder’.
‘Blame it on the Weather’ was also
a success not only for Peter, but also
for John Farnham, as part of his reemergence.
Peter became a regular with all
variety shows, ‘Hey Hey it’s
Saturday’, ‘Tonight Live with Steve

Visard’, ‘I.M.T’, ‘G.M.A.’ (to this
day) and performed fifteen years
straight on Channel Nine’s annual
Christmas Eve spectacular, ‘Carols by
Candlelight’ at the Myer Music Bowl.
Peter has played at many main events,
but for him, none were bigger than
when he opened for Frank Sinatra at
Sanctuary Cove.
Lets hope the RVMYC will be just as
memorable for him.

Fantastic Frank to the rescue
The call went out - LOST DINGHY...
STOP....MAN STRANDED ON
YACHT....STOP....WE NEED HELP....

The RVMYC rescue service should now be
officially bestowed, when Frank Wilkes came to
the aid of a young Hobo’s member.
On Sunday the 24th August, all was calm at the
club until a young hooded man rode in on a two
wheeler asking for help to locate a dinghy that
went adrift from a mooring - stranding a sailor
on their boat.

Frank wasn’t there to salvage anything...they
were off to search for the lost dinghy, which
seemed to have bitten through its line and
escaped.
Frank says “He saw it drift into the shipping
lane and thought it was picked up by a club
boat”, but after searching known hangouts for
wayward dinghies Frank decided to look further
afield near the Pirates Tavern....where most
abandoned goods seem to reside.
There amongst some joyful kids he spotted
the recalcitrant dinghy...and after a stern talk,
the juveniles bowed to Frank’s power and
surrendered the goods.

After a fruitless search Frank Wilkes offered
to first pick up “Wilson” from his yacht. “He
was surprised to see us. Turning up in Balboa was
A very grateful Hobson’s Bay member
certainly the last thing he expected!’ said Frank.
Mariner engineering_rvmyc_ad_2 13/10/11 5:33 PM Page 1
languished in the bar unfortunately having to
Ok Frank, he’s had a tough time already...let him go.
After a brief introduction, and making sure
hear ALL of Frank’s stories!
C
M
Y
CM MY CY CMY K

...your local marine
mechanic and dealer for

Service, sales and spare parts
for all brands of marine
engines, transmissions and all
underwater gear.

Mariner is committed to providing the best boating
experience possible. We are an authorized service
center and supplier for Volvo Penta, Yanmar, Tohatsu,
Gori propellers, Twin Disc, ZF transmissions and
Glendinning Controls. We service all makes and models
of boats, from twin engined cruisers to yachts.

Mariner Engineering
12/2 Burleigh Street, Spotswood 3015 Victoria
T: 03 9399 5888 E: info@mareng.com.au

For a free quote or advice ring
Keld Hansen 0414 744 651

We supply and are
specialist service
providers for:
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Photos and story: Livio Andolfatto

Great weather for a blessing cont.
Around 5000 people flocked to the waterfront to take
part in the day.
The event, organised by the Melbourne Passenger
Boating Association and the Mission to Seafarers,
saw Docklands become the centrepiece of the city’s
Melbourne Day celebrations.
Club vessels filled the harbour during the blessing of
the fleet, which was presided over by Father Bob, from
onboard the historic steam yacht Ena.
A free ferry service allowed people to get out and explore
the water, while entertainment kept those on dry land
amused.
The regatta also saw a re-enactment of the arrival of
Melbourne’s first settlers onboard the Enterprize in 1835.
Organiser, Bill Reid from the Mission to Seafarers, said
the event was a great success.
“The weather was perfect, we had good crowds and the
free ferries were very popular,” he said.
He thanked the event sponsors and said next year’s regatta would
be bigger and better, with a stronger focus on the food and wine
component.

lifeline before conversion
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Docklands winter cruise
Our winter cruise to Docklands on Sunday 17 August was again a great day...seems to
be like that when boats hit the water.
Everyone was in fine form with Commodore Simon Mills especially chuffed at taking his
new boat out for the first time - without any mishap!
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Ahoy me
mateys.
Don’t yer see some funny
things on a marina!
By Golly I did a few weeks
back. Yer Capt’n had just
rose from a good sleep on
a buddy’s 40 footer when a
wanderin down the jetty I did
see what made me laugh so

hard I almost dropped me guard....
You might have heard the term “rats on ships” ....Now first of all it’s a
darn good compliment from the rats if yer ever find em on board cause
it’s well known rats wont ever get on an unsafe boat.
But let me tell yer getting rid of ‘em is a darn hard work .
This particular mornin’ be golly the rats was in control. There was
Livio with a pair of bbqs tongs attemptin’ to grab a rat! There was two
of em there. They’d climbed in under the cover and was havin’ a sauna
snuggled up in the bimini! Real comfy.
Capt’n isn’t too sure if these rats was cute or just damned cheeky but
they wasn’t real happy to have their rest disturbed .
Now .. Livio, tongs and rats make fer a one sided fight. Capt cant re-

ally reveal how they was evacuated but If yer ever have the trouble of
rats on board then best you consult the nearest Vice Commodore.
They has a way with the fury little fellers.
Movin’ along then.... Capt has heard yer little club is hostin’ Karaoke
in the little shed. It reminds me of the night one of me good mates
Capt Little had a crack at the game in Darwin. Now we don’t call him
Capt little for nothin’. He’s the size of two men, maybe 25 stone. And
he loves a singin’. He decides it’s a time he got up and sang. Now
Little is a big Elvis fan. And the stage is set up on top of a swimmin’
pool in the big hotel.
Little is really gettin’ into his number. “you can do anyfin but stay
offer me bloo swade shoooooz” ....then as he’s a stompin his way thru
the second verse the stage gives a way. And he’s up the deep
end! Down he goes and the splash is a like a tsunami. All over the
mosh pit! A roarin’ mess but the
Capt Little just dried hiself down and completed his song. No microphone, no back up and no class.
Good luck with yer Karaoke but if you see a rather largish man with a
scruffy beard approachin the stage just be careful!
Oh I love what yer see on a marina.
Safe boatin’ all.
Capt Salty

9

PROPELLER RVMYC

10

Wyuna goes to sea again
In our last issue of propelller we profiled
the restoration of the club boat ‘Wyuna’.
The office recieved a letter from Michael
W. Hoffmann, Chief Executive Officer,
Victorian Maritime Centre, his letter is
reproduced below with photos.

10 years laying at her berth she was finally free.
With ships engineer Obey assisted by boson Max
Cassidy all three main engines were bought online
and they ran beautifully. Obey and Chris Ewbank
both former Wyuna engineers were just invaluable,
highly qualified chief engineers who are still at sea
gave so much of their leave time to help get Wyuna
running again. Together with boson Max Cassidy
and young electrician
Clynton Brown and
young Corey played a
large part in getting the
Wyuna to sea again.
The Victorian Maritime
Centre has been
fortunate to have
been entrusted with
a valuable example
of Victoria’s and
Australia’s maritime
history.Wyuna is a fitting
tribute to the many
thousands of merchant
seaman that have passed
through her life on
their way to becoming

The Wyuna’s role as a Pilot vessel during this period
saw the arrival of the “five pound pom” as the
immigration ships entered the Port of Melbourne.
She was also secretly fitted with Gun turret bases
as options for defense use during the Korean and
Vietnam wars. The Wyuna’s role of safely providing
pilots to the ships entering and leaving the notorious
Port Phillip Bay has attributed to Melbourne and
Australia’s growth as a nation.
The Wyuna was built at exactly the same time
as the Royal Yacht Britannia and the Wyuna was
nicked named “Australia’s Britannia” by the English
shipbuilders and the popular press of the day. This
nickname has lived on throughout the Wyuna’s
History.
The Wyuna is now some 60 years old and one of the
last remaining pilot ships fully riveted. The Wyuna
echoes design aspects of a much earlier vessel and
with the sleek lines of the royal yacht and with
the remarkable original interior, 50’s furniture and
berths fittings and fixtures which are still intact, she
is indeed a regal lady.
A visit to the Wyuna will provide endless learning
opportunities, allowing young and old to discover
the history of the ship and part of Melbourne’s
social history. She is a shining example of
Victoria’s Maritime History.

I have just read the article on the tender from the
MV Wyuna in the July addition of the “Propeller”
and I thought this may be of interest to your
organization.
We are currently looking for a temporary berth for
the MV Wyuna for 12 months while we get her final
resting place built. To date we have been unable to
find a berth for her, at the moment she is at Beauty
Point in Launceston while we locate a berth.
Monday the 28th of July at 1315 Wyuna departed
Kings Wharf on the Tamar River in Launceston to
head down river to Beauty Point. It is difficult to
express the sense of achievement, exhilaration or
satisfaction as we moved off downriver. Having
brought Wyuna back to a living ship again was a
massive achievement. The river was lined with
people at all vantage points taking pictures of the

Wyuna as she sailed down the Tamar. On leaving
Kings Wharf she sounded her fog horn to salute
those who worked so hard for this to happen. As she
passed the Maritime College she gave another salute
to her former owners, it was quite emotional.. After

qualified seaman that sail the world today. The
Wyuna is to be displayed as an example of Victorias
Maritime and social development, highlighting the
post war period 1945 to the present day.
It has been firmly established that the Wyuna is of
significant historic, social importance to Melbourne,
Port Phillip and the Marine Industry of Melbourne.
The Wyuna in its role as a Pilot vessel has had
contact with every aspect of major shipping that
has passed into the Port of Melbourne from the
early 1950’s until her retirement from service in the
1980’s.

Wyuna will provide a unique visitor experience
displaying her rich treasures of a bygone era.
I hope you find this of interest to you and your
members.
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Quarterly General Club
Meeting
Wednesday 3rd of September. A tour of the
new clubhouse proceeded this meeting, with
all in attendance being overwhelmed with the
quality and scale of the new building. Even Ike
Ambrose was suitably impressed and is now a
convert. The continuing involvement of Darren
Keast, Len Docktrill and Mark Rinfleish in the
building implementation sub committee needs
to be acknowledged, their past vision is now a
reality.
Owen Smart again took the limelight at this meeting, but announced that long time member Alan
Crighton is ill in the Western General Hospital.
The Club wishes him a speedy recovery and of
course our best wishes.
Other business included a detailed summary of
club finances and the cost of the new clubhouse:
$120K cash at bank
$3.5M paid for building so far
$1M borrowed with one more progress payment
to go which will be around $300K.
Works gave details of the clubs facilities with new
power, communications and security installations - Chris Ackerman has contributed his time
and resources to facilitating a quality outcome
- thank you Chris. Greg Miles indicated that the
hospitality subcommittee is close to appointing a
new caterer for the building with a decision being
made within a week.
Greg O’Connell gave his first report on Marinas
- Greg is doing a great job will the most difficult
portfolio.
Commodore Simon Mills gave the membership
report due to the resignation of Dean Rule from
Committee due to health and work consideration
- he complimented Dean for his dedication and
hardwork in the portfolio. Simon announced that
Sam Cutajar will see out the term till the next
election.

Dean Rule
resigns from
Committee

Due to ill heath and work commitments
Crewman Dean Rule has resigned from the
RVMYC Committee last month.
Dean has assisted the Club on various levels
before a serious back problem put the brakes
on his over-achieving performance. He has tirelessly steered the Membership sub-committee
in progressing a marketing strategy that created
interest from other boating clubs in the bay area.
Dean also ran Friday night raffles for many years,
consistently raising healthy sums for the clubs
coffers. Recently he programmed the clubs bar
till and in-puttted all stock items so that we could
keep a track of expenditure, this task took almost
100 hours of data and coding entry.
His past activities as a rodeo rider in New Zealand
probably contributed to the now damaged vertebrae, and unfortunately its a long road to recovery.
The whole committee wishes him well and we
will miss his enthusiasm and good counsel.
As an interim measure the Committee has appointed Sam Cutajar to take over membership,
until the next elections.
Sam has been a major contributor to the club in
the past, especially in establishing the temporary
clubhouse. He will bring as much enthusiasm as
Dean has and continue his good work.
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News

The clubhouse is nearing completion this month,
which now requires members input. The month
of September signals our working bee month kicking off this weekend the 6th and will continue
till our Opening Day, please contact the works
subcommittee for more information

committee

Sub committee’s are in and it seems members are
really getting involved.
Paul Doherty, Finance & Administration
Cameron Simpson.
Simon Mills, Building Implementation
Chris Ackerman, Darren Keast; Len Dockrill, Paul
Doherty, Mark Rindfleish, Don Healy.
Greg O’Connell, Marina
Joe Borg, Chris Ackerman, Sam Cutajar, Peter
Farley, Mark Folley; Judith Ringe, John Marks;
Theodore Rau, Frank Wilkes, John Zammit.
Greg Miles, Hospitality
Simon Mills, John Zammit; Don Healy
Jane McAloon, Maureen Clark, Sam Cutajar,
Terry Lawless.
John Zammit, Boating
Greg Miles, Paul Ringe, Bob Battye, Owen Smart,
Chris Ackerman, Lee Joyner, Graeme Furlonger.
Chris Ackerman, Works
Ron Clark, David Boxshall, Peter Rodger.
Sam Cutajar, Membership
Livio Andolfatto, Ed Keane, Greg
O’Connell, Mark Micic and Melinda Taylor.
Livio Andolfatto, Communications
Lorraine McKenzie, Frank Wilkes, Brad Teal,
David Collins, Greg Miles, Jarmila Dakic.
Don Healy, Constitution
Jane McAloon, Mark Rindfleish and Greg Miles.
Kathie Rindfleish, Mariners
Susan Mills, Alison Miles, Fiona Zammit, Tracey
Keast, Wilma Healy, Melinda Taylor and Kylie
Ackerman.

RVMYC Corporate
Sponsors Package
The annual cost is $3,000 (plus GST) and includes:
• The right to put forward 2 individuals for
nomination as ordinary members of the RVMYC
• Lunch provided at no charge for 2 at the official
lunch on RVMYC Opening Day
• A quarter page ad in each edition of the RVMYC
Propeller magazine
• A corporate logo on the RVMYC website linked to
the sponsors website
• A permanent sign (approx. 40 x 30 cm) on a
sponsor’s panel within the RVMYC Yard
• *Free use of the RVMYC meeting room to conduct
business meetings
• *Free use of the RVMYC function room for
functions
*Subject to availability and in accordance with the current
RVMYC rules for members booking rooms and functions

legal

Royal Victorian Motor Yacht Club Inc. ats
Lawler & Bourchier.
The Club provides the following statement
concerning the conduct of Michael Bourchier and
Peter Lawler: Peter Lawler and Michael Bourchier
acted at all times honestly and in good faith, as
far as the Club is aware, in relation to transactions
arising from the sale and purchase of Joint Venture
and Lady Beth.
Don Healy - Hon. Secretary

mariners

Sunday 21st September: Maribrynong River
cruise to Canning Street Reserve - BBQ lunch.
BYO Everything. Coinciding with a Classic Car
Rally at the reserve on the day.
Saturday 4th October: Opening Day
Members are also reminded to produce their
membership cards to Terri at the bar. Members who
do not produce their cards run the risk of paying
higher non-member prices for drinks.

works

The Club boat Wyuna’s cover has been
manufactured. Some alterations were needed to
stop water pooling and to allow breathing around
the deck timbers. Thanks to Jeff Cozens who has
been carrying out work on the engine. He had it
running, manufactured new crank handle and is
rebuilding the water pump.
New grass was donated and installed by David
Boxshall last weekend with a new sprinkler system
and has given us use of hisp bobcat for our working
bee. David has also assisted in the flagpole footing
with the supply of concrete and use of his excavator
and Peter Rodger - for engineering advice and
supplying fastenings. Thank you to both of them.
Thank you to Savages who have been very helpful
in assisting with access requirements to build the
new building and also with things such as providing
their forklift to clear areas required by the builder.
Graeme and Rhonda Gibson again have been
invaluable for our landscaping plan and have given
so much of their time.

Rigcon Engineering is one of Melbourne’s
most experienced crane contracting
companies. With a family history in
cranage dating back over 50 years we have
the experience and expertise to provide
any of your lifting solutions.
Our company has a vast fleet of mobile
& tower cranes with a specialty in electric
Wolffkran cranes.
Our focus is primarily on safety, quality
and providing a personal service to our
specialty clients.

Contact
Doug Williams
dougwilliams@rigcon.com.au
Jamie Williams 0417 334 271
jwilliams@rigcon.com.au

PROPELLER RVMYC
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Diary update & classifieds
Sunday 08 Isle of Mordialloc – MMYC
Navrally (alternate TBA)
Saturday 14 Herring Island River Cruise and
O’night at Marina YE
Sunday 22 SYC Cup (CUB Trophy) – SYC
Navrally (alternate TBA)
Sunday 22 Big Bay Swim – Rotary Club of
Point Gellibrand

RVMYC Boating
Calendar
2014
August

Sunday 17 Docklands lunch cruise

September

Sunday 21 Maribyrnong River Cruise

October

Saturday 04 Opening Day – 111th
Sunday 19 Centenary Trophy – RVMYC
Navrally (alternate Sun 23 November)

November

Sunday 01 RVMYC Regatta – RVMYC
Navrally (alternate Sun 15 Mar)
Sat 07 to Mon 09 Oslo Cup & Cruise to
Geelong (Labour Day weekend))
Sunday 22 Williamstown Cup Handicap
Navrally

April

December

May

2015
February

Rubber Duck, “GRAND” 2.7, slat floor, seat, used
once as new. Take 5hp motor excelent condition,
$600.00 Phone 0419356656.

March

Sunday 09 Marconi Trophy – RVMYC Navrally
(alternate Sun 16 Nov)
Fri 14 to Sun 16 Ian Dougall Memorial Trophy
Inter-Club Fishing Competition
Sunday 07 Novice Skippers Navrally (followed
by Christmas Party Lunch)

For Sale

Sunday 12 Whalley Cup – (MMYC)
Sunday 26 Australia Cup – RVMYC Navrally
(alternate Sun 03 May
Saturday 16 RVMYC Annual Dinner & Awards
Night
Sunday 17 Ricketts Point Regatta – BMYS
Navrally (Back-up date 30 May)

Sunday 01 Henley Cup – PRMBC Navrally
(Date TBC)

Fishing
Licences

Fishing licences are available from
the Club office or bar; 3 yrs - $66;
1 yr - $24.50; 28 days - $12;
48 hrs - $6. Members can use their
accounts to pay.
NOTE: Seniors card holders do not require a fishing licence

Every Wednesday Night!
Members Draw - 7.30pm.
Now up to $600, so be
there to WIN!

Draw results:
Wednesday 13 August $650
Ian Gill ‘NIA’
Wednesday 20 August $700
Ken Hopley ‘NIA’
Wednesday 27 August $750
John Savage ‘NIA’
Wednesday 3 September $800 Ken
Rogers ‘NIA’

RVMYC SEPTEMBER 2014 EVENTS CALENDAR

CLUB BAR
OPEN

CLUB BAR
OPEN

CLUB BAR
OPEN

MARIBRYNONG
RIVER CRUISE

REMINDER:
OPENING DAY
4 OCTOBER
Commodore Simon Mills and the
RVMYC Committee, are pleased
to invite all members to the 111th
Season Opening Day.
11.30 Drinks on arrival and canapes
12.00 Official Opening Ceremony
with Rear Admiral Ken
Doolan AO (Ret’d)
12.30 Depart for Fleet Sail Past
13.30 Return to RVMYC for official
lunch
Cost per person: $85

CLUB BAR
OPEN

BAR OPEN
AND MEMBERS
DRAW

BAR OPEN
AND MEMBERS
DRAW

BAR OPEN
AND RAFFLE

CLUB BAR
OPEN
WORKING BEE

BAR OPEN
AND RAFFLE

CLUB BAR
OPEN
WORKING BEE

BAR OPEN
AND MEMBERS
DRAW

BAR OPEN
AND MEMBERS
DRAW

BAR OPEN
AND RAFFLE

CLUB BAR
OPEN
WORKING BEE

BAR OPEN
AND RAFFLE

CLUB BAR
OPEN
WORKING BEE

BAR OPEN
AND MEMBERS
DRAW

REMINDER: Tezza’s Toss 6pm-7pm
evey Wednesday..head’em up!

RVMYC 260 Nelson Place, Williamstown, Victoria 3016 Telephone 03 9397 5036 rvmyc@optusnet.com.au www.rvmyc.com.au

