
The weather - a great handicap
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residents

Lord Howe trip

Our history  
returns

Our newest Navrally 
is a handicap event 
to give the novices 

a go. The event was re-scheduled due to 
bad weather, in the end only a few points 
separated the fleet.

Lloyds says ‘August’ completion date
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Sunday 6th July saw the inaugural 
running of the Williamstown Cup 
navrally. This navrally is a little 
different to most in that it is a 
handicap event. The idea is the 
brainchild of the sponsors Greg 
Miles and Darren Keast. As the 
story goes, over a couple of beers 
Greg and Darren had the idea of a 
navrally that would level the playing 

field so to speak, 
and be realistically 
possible for anyone 
to win if they put in 
a fair effort and ran a 
reasonable race. Greg 
did his homework by 
speaking with “real” 
handicappers in the 
racing industry on how 
to come up with a fair 
handicap system. The 
fact that the first three 
boats were separated 
by only 14 points 
and second and third were only three 
points from the handicap base line 
shows that the system worked. 
Conditions on the day weren’t 
perfect however they didn’t dampen 
the enthusiasm of the competitors. 
Second and third place were decided 
on a count back with second going 
to Frank Wilkes and Darren Keast in 
Balboa Star and third being taken by 
Ed Keane and Nick Findlay in Cool 
Change. After the event, the usual 
post event analysis was carried out in 

the bar and the sponsors 
put on a great BBQ.
Who won? To find out 
you’ll need to download 
the TackTracker software 
from www.tacktracker.
com.au and download the 
Tack Tracker software. 
Once installed, find 
the event on the Home 
Page tab. A search for 
RVMYC will bring up 
all the navrallies for the 
season.

It’s a pretty exciting time around the Club 
when the handover of our new Clubhouse 
happens towards the end of August.
Those of you who visit your boats often, will 
understand the vagaries of the weather in 

Williamstown, and to only have an extension of 
the completion date of little more than a month, 
mainly due to the inclement weather, both hot in 
Summer and cold, wet and windy in Winter, we 
think is a tremendous credit to the builders.
The site has been kept enormously clean and 
work has progressed with co-operation with 
Club members and the end product will be a 
well planned, drawn and constructed building 
that we can all be proud of as a landmark on the 
Williamstown waterfront.
The views from downstairs are similar to those 
from the former Clubhouse but undeniably over 
180 degree views up to Westgate through to the 
CBD, across to Port Melbourne, St Kilda and the 
vista into Commonwealth Park from upstairs, are 
all million dollar views.
We predict one of the most popular sections will 
be the barbeque area which is being built, with 
the exhaust canopy and wind break glazing on 
the northern side of the Clubhouse. This area 
will allow people to come and go off their boats 
without going through the Clubhouse at all.

Watching the construction come together over the 
last 3 to 4 months has seen what is really a giant 
jigsaw puzzle come together. The airconditioning 
ducts, completion of all of the plumbing, the grid 
for the ceiling tiles, stud walls ready for plastering, 
the cupboards ready for installation, and external 
cladding arriving on a truck and then being erected 
piece by piece. 
It has been good to watch the co-ordination of the 
various trades and all facets of the project coming 
together. We can’t wait!
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Lorraine McKenzie: ranuinz05@gmail.com
Frank Wilkes: ranuinz05@gmail.com
Brad Teal: brad@bradteal.com.au
Greg Miles: gmiles59@bigpond.net.au
Livio Andolfatto: livio@redmustard.com.au

We welcome contributions from members, Propeller 
will endeavour to publish articles as soon as possible, 
space permitting. Please contact the propeller sub 
committee for more information.

Did you know that you can advertise in this newsletter from as little 
as $25 an edition for a business card size ad?  
Ten editions are published each year and circulated to our members and friends.  
Business Card Size: $277pa  Half Page: $831pa *Full Page: $1,386pa 

We also offer a bonus *free b/card inclusion for any full page ads, where space 
available. Contact the Club for further details. 

ADVERTISING RATES

Rodent or lovable resident?

PROPELLER RVMYC

We go about our lives and use our 
boats without much regard for the 
things around our club, this new 
feature will focus on some of the more 
indigenous flora and fauna in and 
around Williamstown. Our first topic is a 
permanent resident in the marina...are 
they paying fees too.

Hydromys chrysogaster, commonly known as 
Rakali or Water-rat, is an Australian native rodent. 
The species lives in burrows on the banks of 
rivers, lakes and estuaries and feeds on aquatic 
insects, fish, crustaceans, mussels, snails, frogs, 
birds’ eggs and water birds. Rakali have a body 
231–370 millimetres (9.1–14.6 in) in length, weigh 
340–1,275 grams (0.750–2.811 lb), and have a 
thick tail measuring around 242–345 millimetres 
(9.5–13.6 in). 
Until the 1980s, this species was commonly known 
as Water-rat, but during the 1990s there was a push 
for such descriptive English common names to 
be replaced with indigenous names. In 1995 the 
Australian Nature Conservation Agency released 
a document in which the following indigenous 
names were recorded for H. chrysogaster. They 
recommended that the name Rakali be adopted as 
the common name, and the Australian Department 
of Environment and Heritage has taken up 
this suggestion. Both common names are now 
widespread.
Distribution
The Water-rat is found in Queensland, New South 
Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia, Western 
Australia (south-west and north), Northern Territory.
Habitat
The Water-rat is one of Australia’s largest rodents 

and is usually found near permanent bodies of 
fresh or brackish water. The Water-rat is one 
of Australia’s only two amphibious mammals 
(the platypus is the other). They live in burrows 
alongside river and lake banks.
Feeding and Diet
The Water-rat feeds on a wide range of prey 
including large insects, crustaceans, mussels and 
fishes, and even frogs, lizards, small mammals and 
water birds. It forages by swimming underwater. 
Once it catches its prey, it usually carries it back to a 
regular feeding site.
Other behaviours and 
adaptations
Although native rodents are usually 
nocturnal, the Water-rat is most 
active around sunset and may even 
forage during the day.
The burrow is usually hidden 
among vegetation and built along 
the banks of rivers and lakes. 

The round entrance has a 
diameter of about 15 cm, 
(about the same size as the 
exhaust on a riviera). In 
dense populations, males are 
territorial and defend their 
areas aggressively. In these 
circumstances, it is common 
to see Water-rats with 
damaged tails as a result of 
these fights.
Conservation Status
During the depression in the 
1930s, a ban was placed on 
the import of furred skins 
(mostly American Muskrat). 
The Water-rat was seen as 
a perfect substitute and the 
price of a Water-rat pelt 

increased from four shillings in 1931 to 10 shillings 
in 1941. The species was heavily hunted during this 
time until protective legislation was introduced. 
Populations seem to have made a recovery.
The main threats to the Water-rat today are habitat 
alteration as a result of flood mitigation and swamp 
drainage, predation by introduced animals such as 
cats and foxes and angry boaties.

Don’t miss...
Docklands Winter Cruise and lunch
Sunday 17 August - Boat owners and 
non boat owners are invited to join in a 
Sunday cruise to Docklands followed by 
lunch at the renowned Woolshed Pub at 
Central pier. Please register your interest 
with Jarmila as we leave 1100 sharp!

Karaoke night: Friday 22 August or 
Saturday 23 August. Pizza and fun 
supplied. Leave shyness at the door!

ROYAL VICTORIAN MOTOR YACHT CLUB

New boating calendar

Boating calendar released for 2014-2015
The Boating sub-comittee is pleased to release the boating calendar for the 2014-
2015 boating year. It looks to be a busy one with events for all experience levels. 
Listed on page 8. Diary Update.

Advertising in ‘Propeller’
The current financial year is concluding with this issue of 
‘Propeller’, if you want to be a part of this great publication please 
contact the office or the communications sub-committee. In 
addition to being featured in these pages, you will also have a 

rotating advert on the Club’s website, featured on the home page. 
Our website is consistently receiving 400 visits per month, with 
a click rate of 70%. Its certainly becoming a point of reference 
for many boating organisations and boat club members around 
the Bay. Fees have remained the same, so get in and get your 
company recognised.

Hydromys 
chrysogaster

Below: The ‘other’ water rats, still common 
around Williamstown.
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   From the  
Commodore’s 
      Deck

Inversion phenomena 
creates a perfect backdrop

Recognising our 
members earlier

Trialling new bins

Melbourne experienced a dramatic 
temperature inversion on Sunday 20th 
July, only the tops of Melbourne’s 
tallest buildings could be seen from 
the clubs marina, an otherwise sunny 
day closed in to under 50 meters of 
visibility

In meteorology, an inversion is a deviation from 
the normal change of an atmospheric property 
with altitude. It almost always refers to a “tem-
perature inversion”, i.e., an increase in tempera-
ture with height, or to the layer (“inversion layer”) 
within which such an increase occurs.

An inversion can lead to pollution such as smog 
being trapped close to the ground, with possible 
adverse effects on health. An inversion can also 
suppress convection by acting as a “cap”. If this 
cap is broken for any of several reasons, convec-
tion of any moisture present can then erupt into 
violent thunderstorms. 

Move over the 25’s, 10 years 
onwards is now a milestone!
The RVMYC 
Committee has 
approved the 
provision for  
recognising 
members in a 
recent decision 
to present 
badges for 10, 
15 and 20 years 
of membership.
Put forward buy the membership sub-
committee, the move was unanamosly 
approved at the lasty committee meeting. 
Design of the badges is currently underway 
to create a generic badge that will be 
engraved with the appropriate year and 
presented to members at some stage.

Our waste collection service is being 
trialled with a new bin standard.
Rather than have a large dumpster style bin and 
smaller trolley bins, Club works is trialling a new 
medium style dumpster that replaces both older 
styles. We need to improve our recycling record...
one of the worst, according to the waste collectors. 
Members are reminded not to put garbage or garbage 
bags in the recycling bins...just as residential 
situations. Only LOOSE bottles, cans, plastic, 
cardboard and paper. Members are asked to give 
their opinion on the new style of bins. 

Dear Members,

Opening Day is fast approaching, and it will be 
held in the new club house.
If you haven’t already booked, be sure to get in 
early with your spot or in fact a whole table, it will 
prove to be a great day, a big day and certainly one 
to remember. We have also secured the assistance 
of “Missy B’ again as the flag vessel, thank you to 
the owners Gene and Simone Neill and also Mark 
Folley for this generous offer. I do want to be clear 
that the Opening Day is for the club boating season, 
we will have another Official Opening of the new 
clubhouse later in the year, once we confirm the 
appearance of our honoured guest official. 
So let’s try to save some celebratious enthusiasm 
for that ‘yet to be proclaimed day’.
The club also saw the establishment of a new 
NavRally event, the ‘Williamstown Cup’, this was 
the creating of both Darren Keast and Greg Miles, 
who both wanted a handicap event that will even 
out the playing field and give try-hards like me 
a chance. As it turned out the event was won by 

Chris Ackerman, no stranger to taking the dais and 
hauling aloft a trophy. All the same, the top four 
position getters were only separated by a handful of 
points, so there may be hope for us yet.
We have also drawn down on our first payment 
from our approved bank loan this month, to pay the 
builders their latest account. To date we have been 
surviving on club funds and quite unexpectedly 
held off dipping into the loan. The latest costs have 
required us to use our line of credit, but we have 
maintained an adequate working capital of in the 
clubs accounts for day-to-day operational matters.
Our works committee has also been kept busy with, 
the overhaul of the clubs new systems, among 
them being a new phone system, wifi network so 
that members can gain internet access within the 
club and furniture for the dinning areas and club 
areas. A load of the club’s timber bar chairs have 
been sent off for restoration, any member or family 
can sponsor a chair, with an engraved name plate 
fixed to the back in perpetuity, acknowledging your 
contribution. What better way to be remembered at 
the club?

We are also installing a new flagpole, positioned at 
the northeast corner in front of the new BBQ area, 
this will give us a great arena for ceremonies and 
opening days. As you read this the other fencing 
at the waterside building area has been removed 
and you can now see the enormity of the task that 
members have achieved, the new clubhouse will be 
a great showpiece for the area and I hope you will 
all enjoy its uniqueness and it helps to consolidate 
our club further.

Happy boating till next month,

Simon Mills
Commodore

Above: Rob Roy 
re-fuelling  at 
Sandringham 
when the fog 
crept over the 
bay - radar was 
an invaluable 
aid - navigating 
around sailing 
vessels and 
left; 15 min 
earlier bathed in 
sunshine
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The ‘lucky’ clarks
Occasionally, Propeller will publish the 
details of a stirring voyage by past intrepid 
Australian sailors, in an attempt to 
encourage some cruising by members who 
have suitable boats. This month’s story 
relates the boating  activities of the Clark 
brothers, George and William, who left an 
outback pastoral property in NSW in 1930, 
to join the  Sydney Amateur Sailing Club, 
“The Amateurs”, and go to sea.
They purchased a 20’ “half decker”, and proceeded 
to cruise the NSW coast, whilst learning to sail, 
sometimes in company of other SASC boats. Those 
days, there was not the weather forecasting and 
electronics available for modern cruising boats. 
They were often caught out in poor to dangerous 
weather, but with some luck, fortitude and 
intuition, they managed to make port each time. 
Having gained valuable experience, in 1932 they 
commissioned a new boat, a modest 28’raised deck 
motor sailer of the type often seen in NSW, with a 
four cylinder Lycoming petrol engine, which they 
named Maluka.

In the 1930’s, a well designed and built 28 footer 

was considered adequate for ocean running, 
and Maluka is still in on the water, having been 
lovingly restored by subsequent owners, and has 
recently participated in a Sydney-Hobart race. Very 
prudent sailors would probably have never left 
Sydney Harbor in her. 

In April 1933, the Clarks set out for North 
Queensland waters, cruising the GBR, and 
returning in September, after covering 3400 nm, 
and reaching as far north as Cooktown. They felt 
fully equipped, with 2 sets of sails, 2 anchors with 
heavy coir (coconut fibre) warps, a sextant, sailing 
directions for NSW, the Australian Pilot to cover 
the QLD coast, a full set of charts, a spirit (hand)
compass, radio, and towing a 10’dinghy. They 
spent the first night in Broken Bay, and headed out 
early. Passing Terrigal, the wind stiffened, and was 
blowing a full gale as Norah Heads came abeam: 
“It was necessary now to change down to the storm 
sail, and the boat then rode very comfortably, but 
the seas were increasing all the time, and breaking. 
The dinghy now started to give trouble, as it kept 
racing up on the following seas, and falling back 
with a considerable jar, until one painter snapped 
like a piece of string……………As we approached 
Newcastle, the seas were enormous,  and very steep 

owing to a strong southerly current, and breaking 
badly. The approach to Newcastle in southerly 
weather is very awkward, and it is necessary to 
come in broadside to the seas, and especially as 
we found they were breaking right across the 
entrance.”

The rest of that voyage is covered in detail in the 
history of SASC, published in 1972, entitled “The 
Amateurs”. Undeterred, the Clarks then set out for 
Lord Howe Island, however the first attempt ended 
in failure, when a crew member became too sick to 
continue.

On the second attempt, ”Maluka left Sydney 
at 5.00pm on 8th September (1934),the ships 
company consisting of W & G Clark, and Sep. 
Stevens. Our route was by Broken Bay and Port 
Stephens, the object being to avoid the southerly 
set, and get our sea legs before the long stretch of 
360 nm to LHI”.

The story continues, with Maluka departing Port 
Stephens at 7.40am on the 12th. Sailing conditions 
deteriorated during the day, with the barometer 
falling. By nightfall, they were experiencing a full 
gale, and they had to lay to until 2.00am, when 
wind and seas moderated. Next day improved, 
with 118nm made by nightfall. The story goes on 
to describe the rest of the voyage, when at times 
the wind was dead ahead, causing a switch to 
power: “We expected to sight the island at dawn the 
following morning, Sep 15th, but owing to a bank 
of clouds on the horizon, we could not discern land 
until 5.30 am, when Mt Lidgbird and Mt Gower 
were just visible, slightly on our starboard bow…..” 
They had difficulty seeing any leads to transit the 
fringing reef, but a local boat came out to meet 
them. 

The following pages describe their great time at 
LHI, and the return voyage, during which they 
sailed through the eye of a cyclone, and a huge 
wave broke right over the boat. They were well 
prepared, having “waterproofed” the engine, which 
“ran faultlessly throughout”. They were able to get 
a sun sighting with the sextant each day, and always 
knew where they were.

These guys were not easily put off, and set out 
for Hobart in December 1935. They survived a 
southerly buster on the NSW coast, and sheltered a 

Founded on professionalism, 
performance, integrity and 

experience
IHP is the culmination of over 
40 years of operation in the 

Cleaning and associated Industries 
specialising in the Commercial, 
Industrial and Domestic property 

cleaning sectors.

1/26 Macaulay Street 
Williamstown VIC 3016 

1300 131 509

Photos and story: John Marks

Lord Howe Island

A recent photo of Maluka
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while in Ulladulla. Hopping along down the coast 
to Eden in various weather conditions, they set out 
across Bass Strait, but encountered a storm to rival 
that which decimated the 1998 Sydney-Hobart race.

“Our last entry in the log was at 5.00pm, when the 
glass was at 29.4. About 7.00pm, it had fallen to 
29.1. Naturally, from now on it was impossible to 
keep any record in our log, as the movement of 
the boat was so violent and the seriousness of the 
situation was very apparent.”  They were unable 
to control any course, or get a sun sighting. Dead 
reckoning had them well off the Victorian coast, and 
further east,  but soon they were driven ashore on 
Cape Conran, the boat high and dry as the tide fell.

One of the crew was injured, and George hiked off 
to find help. He stumbled on a couple camping, 
and soon some volunteers arrived. They cut the 
lead keel off, patched and righted the Maluka, and 
somehow got her back in the water, to be sailed to 
Eden on a jury rig, and refitted for the homeward 
journey to Sydney.

This story is not intended to 
frighten would be cruisers, but 
to encourage them. All this was 
achieved 80 years ago, when 
cruising off shore was a hit and 
miss affair. After all, they were just 
a couple of self taught farmers. Now 
we have bigger (stronger?) boats, 
with wonderful electronics which 
eliminate all guesswork. Anyone can 
access an accurate six day forecast 
from a variety of media simultaneously. 
A couple of navigators cost almost 
nothing, and give you the location of 
even minor navigation markers to the 
meter, with tide and other information at 
the touch of a screen. 

You should be able to travel with a three 
to four day weather window in safety, 
reaching any coastal cruising grounds in 
Victoria or interstate, in a few hops.  
Are you keen? See you on the water.
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Service, sales and spare parts
for all brands of marine
engines, transmissions and all
underwater gear.

...your local marine
mechanic and dealer for

Mariner is committed to providing the best boating
experience possible. We are an authorized service
center and supplier for Volvo Penta, Yanmar, Tohatsu,
Gori propellers, Twin Disc, ZF transmissions and
Glendinning Controls. We service all makes and models
of boats, from twin engined cruisers to yachts.

For a free quote or advice ring
Keld Hansen 0414 744 651

We supply and are
specialist service
providers for:

Mariner Engineering
12/2 Burleigh Street, Spotswood 3015 Victoria
T: 03 9399 5888   E: info@mareng.com.au

Maluka in its day

New Club 
directory
Our club directory is now 
underway with a publication 
date of September. In this issue 
we will open up the directory to 

advertising.
Members can purchase 
a full page advert, in 
colour, for $300 with a 
$300 loading for a prime 
position (back, inside 
back and inside front, 
centre pages).

If members are adverse 
to their names and 
addresses being 
listed please contact 
Jarmila in the office 
and you will be 
accommodated.

These directories 
last for more than 
a year and are a 
valuable resource 

for members.

ROYAL VICTORIAN  

MOTOR YACHT CLUB

ESTABLISHED 1904

MEMBER DIRECTORY

2014-2015
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Ahoy me mateys.  
Ive been absent 
awanderin’ and 
missin’ you all 
so much. And I 
know you’ve all 
been missin yer 
captain’s words 
of wisdom too , 
so I’ve broken 
short on me wor-
kin’ holiday.
Have yer ever heard 
of the Bahamas? 
Well yer captain 
has spent some time 
sailing amongst it’s 

700 islands in the North Atlantic, just  North of 
Cuba. Now as yer probably realise Salty has not 

much of the foldin’ so to manage to spend several 
months high on the hog he did need to do a few 
chores to pay his way. Ended up workin the bar in 
Coopers Town.
One of me best ever buddies, Captain Cooper runs 
a magic club, a bit like your little club. They have 
a  “Pirates Bar” and that’s where Salty spent many 
hours and some of them workin too! . I was popular 
as with the locals. They thought I was a dressin up 
fer the part as a pirate  but little did they know I 
just wore me regular type clothes! They didn’t even 
notice Im reckonin’.
They had a rule there at the pirates bar that yer cant 
wear yer hat in the bar. I’m thinkin yer have the 
same type rule at Rvmyc? Well we had a coupla 
fellers there that just dindt care fer the rule. They 
kept a comin’ in and wearin these hats and just 
shoutin the bar! Everyone was getting’ free drinks. 
Every week! Yer old captain was a pourin’ one fer 

hiself everyytime too you know.
This went on fer ages. Then Captn Cooper says 
he’s had enough.  He just says to these blokes. “Yer 
barred! Yer Out, yer cant be doin what yer doin!  
You have no care fer the rules and we have no care 
fer you”. Oh there was some howls from some 
members cause all the free drinks was gone now. 
But Cooper he just says those blokes was no good 
cause yer cant have one rule for them and one rule 
fer others.
Keep yer hats off folks. Unless yer wanner shout 
the bar.  Or worse. Good to be back me mateys. 
Ivegot a ripper yarn fer yer next month. It’s a story 
of rats on ships, bravery, love and booze. Well it’s a 
story abouts rats on ships anyway.
May the winds be at yer back till next month.    

Wyuna - our history is back

Hats off to members

The Wyuna (RV00) was originally 
the tender to the old Port Phillip pilot 
vessel ‘Wyuna’, she was donated to 
the club originally by one of the Club’s 
benefactors, Harry Tyrrell, who would 
also pay for her upkeep by Greg Blunt 
next door.

She became neglected at the club, having been 
sitting with fresh water for nearly a year, half filled 
with beer cans. She was hauled out into the yard for 
repairs, undertaken by Frank Wilkes, who quickly 
noticed her sad state. The gearshift was seized, 
rudder split and the exhaust rusted out completely.

Frank undertook to refit her; replacing ribs scraping 
out silicone from between the planks, replacing the 
front bulkhead, engine bearers and contructing a 
new engine box, it was all scraped back, painted and 
the engine tarted up. 
From there she hung around at Seaworks getting 
less attention, but at least being kept dry.
The club then had donors scrape together $4,000 
for Greg Blunt to reseal the deck. She now graces 

our club again, but has a few 
missing items that need to be 

made or scrounged..the crank 
handle, went missing between Seaworks 
and Blunts (very rare...hard to find) and 
the unique tiller handle is no where to be 
seen, another unique rare part. Both are 

being hand made by club enthusiasts.
The engine is a one-cylinder yanmar...quite a relic, 
which has oil wicks that need to be constantly 
lubricated utilising an oil can mounted onto the 
engine cover. 
She is a classic beauty, but requires lots of care 
and a bit of knowledge to use her, so the boating 

sub-committee 
will create 
a set of 
instructions 
for her use and 
we will also 
need a team of 
carers to keep 
her in pristine 
condition.

Above left: Wyuna in her role 
as Santa’s sleigh boat.
Above right: Chris Ackerman 
splicing lines.
Left and right: Wyuna being 
restored in Frnk Wilke’s 
shed, prep and paint the 
rotten hull, new bulkhead, 
floor and rudder.
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Around  
the club A successful Williamstown Cup started this month 

and we have seen a small but steady new member 
admissions at the club.

committee
Sub committee’s are in and it seems members are 
really getting involved.
Paul Doherty, Finance & Administration
Cameron Simpson.
Simon Mills, Building Implementation
Chris Ackerman, Darren Keast; Len Dockrill, Paul 
Doherty, Mark Rindfleish, Don Healy.
Greg O’Connell, Marina
Joe Borg, Chris Ackerman, Sam Cutajar, Peter 
Farley, Mark Folley; Judith Ringe, John Marks; 
Theodore Rau, Frank Wilkes, John Zammit.
Greg Miles, Hospitality
Simon Mills, John Zammit; Don Healy
Jane McAloon, Maureen Clark, Sam Cutajar,  
Terry Lawless.
John Zammit, Boating
Greg Miles, Paul Ringe, Bob Battye, Owen Smart, 
Chris Ackerman, Lee Joyner, Graeme Furlonger.
Chris Ackerman, Works
Ron Clark, David Boxshall, Peter Rodger.
Dean Rule, Membership
Livio Andolfatto, Sam Cutajar, Greg 
O’Connell, Mark Micic.
Livio Andolfatto, Communications
Lorraine McKenzie, Frank Wilkes, Brad Teal, 
David Collins, Greg Miles, Jarmila Dakic.
Don Healy, Constitution
Jane McAloon, Mark Rindfleish, Greg Miles.
Kathie Rindfleish, Mariners
Susan Mills, Alison Miles, Fiona Zammit, Tracey 
Keast, Wilma Healy and Kylie Ackerman.

mariners
Getting ready to partee! 
AUGUST 17th: Docklands Cruise and lunch. 
Departing RVMYC at 11am for lunch at Woolshed 
Pub for 12.30pm
OCTOBER 4th: Opening Day

boating
The new 2014-2015 boating calendar has been 
released, this may have a few alterations, please see 
the back page for details and it will be available on 
the website.

works
Wyuna is back in the club and is now secured with 
new lines and a cover, we are now organising a 
procedure so that members can use the boat safely. 
A new phone system is being sourced for the new 
club, new furniture for both the dinning and club 
areas and renovating existing furniture.
A new flagpole is also being sourced, preparations 
have already been made in front of the BBQ area.

legal
Royal Victorian Motor Yacht Club Inc. ats 
Lawler & Bourchier.
The Club provides the following statement 
concerning the conduct of Michael Bourchier and 
Peter Lawler: Peter Lawler and Michael Bourchier 
acted at all times honestly and in good faith, as 
far as the Club is aware, in relation to transactions 
arising from the sale and purchase of Joint Venture 
and Lady Beth.
Don Healy - Hon. Secretary
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Club News

Contact
Doug Williams  
dougwilliams@rigcon.com.au
Jamie Williams 0417 334 271  
jwilliams@rigcon.com.au

Rigcon Engineering is one of Melbourne’s 
most experienced crane contracting 
companies. With a family history in 
cranage dating back over 50 years we have 
the experience and expertise to provide 
any of your lifting solutions.

Our company has a vast fleet of mobile  
& tower cranes with a specialty in electric 
Wolffkran cranes.

Our focus is primarily on safety, quality 
and providing a personal service to our 
specialty clients.

RVMYC Corporate  
Sponsors Package

The annual cost is $3,000 (plus GST) and includes:
•  The right to put forward 2 individuals for 

nomination as ordinary members of the RVMYC 
•  Lunch provided at no charge for 2 at the official 

lunch on RVMYC Opening Day
• A quarter page ad in each edition of the RVMYC 

Propeller magazine
•  A corporate logo on the RVMYC website linked to 

the sponsors website
•  A permanent sign (approx. 40 x 30 cm) on a 

sponsor’s panel within the RVMYC Yard
•  *Free use of the RVMYC meeting room to conduct 

business meetings
• *Free use of the RVMYC function room for 

functions

*Subject to availability and in accordance with the current 
RVMYC rules for members booking rooms and functions

Behind the scenes things are 
‘moving forward’.
The remaining club chairs have been shipped to 
the restorer last week. A run was made to Sunbury 
by the Commodore, Vice Commodore, Treasurer 
and ‘Minister’ of Communications to deliver the 
chairs in sub zero temperatures. Thank you to Paul 
Doherty for organising his father-in-law as re-
storer. Members will be able to sponsor the chair’s 
restoration for $350, they will receive a brass plate 
fixed to the chair frame with their name and date, 

contact Jarmila 
if you are 
interested.
Members also 
pitched in one 
weekend to 
help our ‘Club 
member of 
the Year’ find 
his phone, 
which jumped 

over the side. After numerous attempts and many 
hilarious moments the phone is firmly resting on 
the Willy seabed.
We have also seen a few boat movements, the 
commodore’s flag boat has been sold and shipped 
interstate to a grateful buyer, he is now the owner 
of Lawrie Nelson’s boat ‘Capricious’.

Below: A terrific pic 
of the Keast’s boats 
side-by-side with 
Melbourne’s fog as a 
backdrop.
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RVMYC Boating 
Calendar
2014

August
Sunday 17 Docklands lunch cruise

September
Sunday 21 Maribyrnong River Cruise 

October
Saturday 04 Opening Day – 111th
Sunday 19 Centenary Trophy – RVMYC 
Navrally (alternate Sun 23 November)

November
Sunday 09 Marconi Trophy – RVMYC Navrally 
(alternate Sun 16 Nov)
Fri 14 to Sun 16 Ian Dougall Memorial Trophy 
Inter-Club Fishing Competition

December
Sunday 07 Novice Skippers Navrally (followed 
by Christmas Party Lunch)

2015

February
Sunday 01 Henley Cup – PRMBC Navrally 
(Date TBC)

Sunday 08 Isle of Mordialloc – MMYC 
Navrally (alternate TBA)
Saturday 14 Herring Island River Cruise and 
O’night at Marina YE 
Sunday 22 SYC Cup (CUB Trophy) – SYC 
Navrally (alternate TBA) 
Sunday 22 Big Bay Swim – Rotary Club of 
Point Gellibrand 

March
Sunday 01 RVMYC Regatta – RVMYC 
Navrally (alternate Sun 15 Mar)
Sat 07 to Mon 09 Oslo Cup & Cruise to 
Geelong (Labour Day weekend))
Sunday 22 Williamstown Cup Handicap 
Navrally 

April
Sunday 12 Whalley Cup – (MMYC)
Sunday 26 Australia Cup – RVMYC Navrally 
(alternate Sun 03 May

May
Saturday 16 RVMYC Annual Dinner & Awards 
Night 
Sunday 17 Ricketts Point Regatta – BMYS 
Navrally (Back-up date 30 May)

Diary update & classifieds

RVMYC AUGUST 2014 EVENTS CALENDAR

BAR OPEN 
AND MEMBERS 
DRAW

BAR OPEN 
AND MEMBERS 
DRAW

BAR OPEN 
AND MEMBERS 
DRAW

BAR OPEN 
AND MEMBERS 
DRAW

BAR OPEN 
AND MEMBERS 
DRAW

BAR OPEN 
AND RAFFLE

BAR OPEN 
AND RAFFLE

BAR OPEN 
AND RAFFLE

BAR OPEN 
AND RAFFLE

CLUB BAR 
OPEN

CLUB BAR 
OPEN

CLUB BAR 
OPEN

CLUB BAR 
OPEN

CLUB BAR 
OPEN

WINTER 
DOCKLANDS 
CRUISE >>>>

KAROKE NIGHT

BE NICE 
TO YOUR 
MOTHER

BE NICE 
TO YOUR 
MOTHER

CLUB BAR 
OPEN

CLUB BAR 
OPEN

CLUB BAR 
OPEN

CLUB BAR 
OPEN

CLUB BAR 
OPEN

RVMYC 260 Nelson Place, Williamstown, Victoria 3016  Telephone 03 9397 5036  rvmyc@optusnet.com.au www.rvmyc.com.au

Every Wednesday Night!
Members Draw - 7.30pm.
Now up to $600, so be 

there to WIN!
Draw results:

Wednesday 9/7/14 $400 
Owen Smart ‘NIA’

Wednesday 17/7/14 $450 
Peter Coffey ‘NIA’

Wednesday 23/7/14 $500 
Bill Sheppard ‘NIA’

Wednesday 30/7/14 $550 
Len Docktrill ‘NIA’

Fishing licences are available from 
the Club office or bar; 3 yrs - $66;  
1 yr - $24.50; 28 days - $12;  
48 hrs - $6.  Members can use their 
accounts to pay.

NOTE: Seniors card holders do not require a fishing licence

Fishing 
Licences

REMINDER:  
MONDAY COMES AFTER SUNDAY

Rubber Duck, “GRAND” 2.7, slat floor, seat, used 
once as new. Take 5hp motor excelent condition, 
$600.00 Phone 0419356656.

For Sale


